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The Deaf arR) Civil Service 


T he attitude of the Civil Service Commis- 
sion and the President’s unequivocal con- 
currence therein, as shown by the sub- 
joined correspondence, seems to make it use- 
less, at least for the time being, to 
continue the fight for the removal 
of the regulation barring deaf-mutes 
from the axaminations. 

Albert Berg. 

Indiana State School for the Deaf, 
Indianapolis. February ii, 1908. 

Hon. Albert J. Be\eridoe, 

United States Senate, Washington, I). C. 

My Dear Sen.'\tor: — The Civil Service 
Commission in its very proper anxiety 
to better the civil service has erred, it 
seems to me, in forbidding the examina- 
tion of any person seeking service in 
government employ who may be totally 
deaf or without speech (Vide Section 4 
of law, or rule, governing civil service 
examinations and relating to physical con- 
dition of applicants). 

The deaf of our country con.sider this 
restriction a grievous reflection upon them- 
selves and an injustice to a class not war- 
ranted by existing facts and conditions, 
and are seeking to have the prohibition 
removed. 

This matter was taken up at the meet- 
ing of the National Association of the 
Deaf, last summer in Norfolk, Virginia, at 
which time the action of the Civil Service 
Commission was condemned as unneces- 
sary, unwise, and an unw'arranted dis- 
crimination against the deaf. Shite asso- 
ciatioiLs, societies and clubs also have 
taken denunciatory action, and the jirotest 
is general — all of which I approve. 

For many years deaf persons have been 
in the employ of the government at 
Washington, and in the custom houses, 
mail service, and elsewhere thruout the 
country and they have given good satis- 
faction 10 all concerned as frequently 
testified to by heads of department and other 
superiors. 

I am greatly interested in this matter for and 
on behalf of the deaf, not only of Indiana but of 
the whole country, because I know there arc hun- 
dreds of places in the service where deafness and 
lack of speech constitute no hindrance whatever 
to the full and satisfactory performance of their 
duties; and in some of which the deaf have hereto- 
fore served, and are now serving, with credit to 
themselves and the appointing power — and more 
and more, the deaf are becoming qualified to fill 
these hundreds of places. 

If trouble has resulted heretofore, as will be 
claimed, because of the assignment of a deaf per- 
son to a position w'here hearing is essential thru 
the fact of his deafness not being known, this could 
be easily remedied by setting out in the list from 
which the assignments are to be made that a cer- 
tain person named therein is deaf or lacking in 


speech ; thus, the remedy could he applied without 
debarring all deaf people from the service. 

The deaf are rapidly emerging from the thral- 
dom of the past with its ill-conceived and false nn- 


RICHARD OTTO JOHNSON, 
Superintendent Indiana State School for the Deaf. 

tions concerning those who cannot hear, or hear 
but imperfectly, and therefore lacking speech which 
is simply imitative of what is heard ; and this 
change or prohibition contained in the rules of the 
Civil Service Commission is reactionary and un- 
just where further advancement and justice should 
be expected. 

1 therefore seek your aid and influence. Senator, 
in having a change made in the aforesaid section 
weherby the objectionable words, "total deafness, 
loss of speech" shall be eliminated so that deaf 
persons otherwise competent and fitted for certain 
positions shall have the right to seek public place 
thru the competitive examinations the same as 
others. 

Any assistance rendered in this cause will be deep- 
ly appreciated by the writer and also by the deaf 
thruout the United States. 

Your sincerely, 

Richard O. Johnson. 


Washi.ngton, D. C., March 4, 1908. 
.Mr. Richard O. Johnson, 

Sup’t. The Indiana State School for the Deaf, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Sir : — At the direction of the Presi- 
dent the Commission sends you herein a 
copy of a letter addressed by this Com- 
mission to the President, under date of 
February 28, 1908, replying to various 

references to the Commission from the 
E.xecutive Office of inquiries and requests 
relative to the exclusion of deaf-mutes 
from examinations; and a copy of the 
President’s reply the following day. 
Particular attention is invited to the 
President’s statement that he approves 
the action which the Commission therein 
states that it has taken in this matter. 
Very respectfully. 

(Signed) John C. Black. 
The White House, Washington. 

February 29, 1908. 

To the Civil Service Commission: — 
For the reasons set forth in your letter to 
me of February' 28th as regards deaf-mutes, 
I approve the action you therein state you 
have taken and direct that copies of this 
correspondence be forwarded to the peti- 
tioners in the matter. 

(Signed) Theodore Roosevelt. 
(Copy.) 

Washington, D. C., February 28. 1908. 
The President : — In letters of February 
4- 5. 13, M and 20 you ask for reports upon 
letters from Representative Burleson, Dr. 
E. M. C.allaudet, Representative Hull, 
Senator .\nkeny and Representative Bede 
ct al, relative to the exclusion of deaf- 
mutes from the examinations. 

In response we beg to report that at the 
outset in 1883 deaf-mutes were admitted to 
the e.\aminations, and. in a very few cases, 
received appointment. This practice con- 
tinued until October 25, 1906, when the 
present regulation was adopted which 
reads : 

"The following defects will debar persons^ 
from any examinations : insanity', tuberculosis, 
paralysis, epilepsy, blindness, total deafness, * *” 
The reasons for changing the practice were that 
it was found, after years of observation, that rela- 
tively very few of these defective persons applied 
for examinations, very few passed, and the Depart- 
ments themselves desired to be relieved of the 
embarrassement of considering persons for appoint- 
ment to duties which such persons could not perform. 
In nearly every instance, when such disabled persons 
were certified they failed of appointment. This 
resulted in constant complaint from persons thus 
rejected as they regarded it as a grievance that, 
although they had passed the test of eligibility, 
they were rejected after having gone to the trouble 
and expense of examination. 

The Departments alone can know the needs and 
conditions of the service and the decision of the 
question whether a deaf-mute can be accepted to 
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611 any particular vacancy must be left to the appoint- 
ing officer, who alone knows the situation and who 
is responsible for the successful administration of 
his office. It would be inexcusable for the Commis- 
sion to continue to invite to examinations persons 
who mu.st inevitably be rejected for appointment 
and thus to hold out to them hopes that cannot he 
realized. The Commission can neither create 
offices or vacancies ; it cannot consider per.sonal 
necessities, however great ; it cannot be guided by- 
sympathy; it performs but a plain duty in refusing 
to examine persons of whom only a very inconsider- 
able number can be accepted for appointment. 

In the Departments at Washington out of more 
than twenty-6ve thousand employees only about 
twenty-eight are known as deaf-mutes. Seventeen 
were brought in by classification and only eight were 
appointed through examination, although for twenty- 
three years the examinations were open to them. 

It is very disagreeable to sustain objections on 
account of phy-sical defects in cases of men w-ho have 
lost arms, legs, hearing or vision ; or who arc 
afflicted with disorders which threaten infection to 
their fellow workers. The Commission does not 
wish to be thought arbitrary in doing so or to have 
it thought that it was putting a stigma to be thus 
barred for e.xamination. The Commission sincerly 
■sympathizes with such persons and deems it but 
kindness that they should not be put to the trouble 
and expense of a process w-hich would break the 
■w'ord of promise and lead to misunderstanding and 
disappointment in their ultimate relentless rejection 
for appointment. 

It is obvious that it would be a mere loss of 
time, if not a kind of fraud, to examine persons 
who could not, even if successful, be accepted in the 
public service. 

We have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, 

(Signed) Joh.x C. Black, 

Henry F. Greene. 

John A. McIlhenny, 
Commissioners. 

Concerning the matter Mr. Johnson says: 

The communication of the Commission to the 
President is not all satisfactory and appears to me 
rather lame excuse for its action in denying the 
educated deaf the privilege and right of examination 
which had been theirs for tw'enty-three years prior 
to 1907. During that period the Commission says, 
"very few of these defective persons (insane, con- 
sumptive, paralized, epileptic, blind, and deaf) applied 
for admission, very few passed, and very few 
received appointment.” Outside of the deaf, of 
course none of the other classes enumerated could 
very well perform clerical services and were proper- 
ly rejected ; and the deaf are improperly classed 
with them. Such classiheation is unjust. 

Comparing the number of hearing persons with 
that of deaf and mute persons, no doubt as large 
a proportion of the latter sought examination, and 
passed, as among the hearing-speaking. And any- 
how. the number has nothing to do with the case — 
the one deserves fair-play and justice as well as 
the thousand. Discrimination because of numbers 
is unjust. 

If the deaf person, having entered the lists, fails, 
that is not the government’s concern — many hearing- 
speaking persons with all their faculties also fail. 
If the deaf person passes the examination then he 
should be certified for appointment as a deaf person 
with, or without, speech as the case may be ; for 
all deaf people are not speechless. If he is rejected 
hnaily because of incapacity for some particular place 
or line of work in which hearing, or speech, or both, 
are imperatively required, then it is his misfortune, 
not the government’s fault. .As with the hearing- 
speaking applicant who sometimes fails of apjioint- 
ment, or is found incapable after appointment and 
has to retire, so with the deaf ; if he has grievance 
without cause it may be disregarded — if with cause 
heed should be given ; those who are employed for 
the purpose of examination, certification and appoint- 


ment should bear the responsibility, even the petty 
annoyances incident thereto. 

In this connection it may be granted that Depart- 
ments alone know the needs and conditions of the 
service and that the decision whether a deaf person 
can he accepted must be left to the appointing 
officer: hut this decision by the appointing officer 
should be made conscientiously and without partiali- 
ty or prejudice, and should never be made simply 
to "relieve themselves of embarrassment. ’ There 
are hundreds of clerical and other places in the 
service wherein the bright and well-educated deaf- 
mute will perform his duties faithfully and with all 
possible credit to himself and to all others con- 
cerned : and the coming twenty-three years will add 
to these places and hnd the deaf better and better 
prepared to fdl them. 

The deaf do not expect created offices or vacan- 
cies. do not expect consideration of personal necces- 
sities : do not ask sympathy, official or otherwi.se ; 
do not ask to be relieved by self-constituted official 
guardians of “the trouble and e.xpense of the 
process" of examination, but they do ask that which 
is their birth-right in this democratic country of 
ours, the right of honest and upright citzens, and 
tax-payers if you please, to aspire to public position 
thru competitive examination. .And neither the 
arbitrary ruling of a created Commission, endorsed 
tho it is by the President, nor the "relentless rejec- 
tion" of appointees by department officers, should 
prevail. The whole thing is unjust. 

This matter is not closed, should not be closed by 
the deaf, nor allowed to be closed by others ; and 
constant effort should continue for a "square 
deal" — th;it much vaunted shibboleth of the powers 
that he at present — but which is denied in the pre- 
sent instance ! 


‘Ihe First Northern Cong>ress gf Mutes 
Held in Copenhagen, Denmark. 1907 

rix HE education of the deaf in Denmark could 
1 have celebrated its one-hundredth anniversary 
the 17th day of April, 1907. The Royal Ins- 
titute for Mutes received that day, 1807, its statues, 
sanctioned by King Frederick VI. Its founder was 
Professor C. A. Catsberg. 

At the present time Denmark has four schools 
for mute's, four State institutions, also under con- 
struction one Agricultural High School for Mutes. 
All mute children are compelled to attend school 
and Denmark is the 6rst country to enact a law- 
compelling such children to attend school ( Com- 
pulsory education law 1817). 

The one-hundredth year Jubilee could not pass 
without festivities of some description. In these 
festivities Royality participat d and the most promi- 
nent people, the pupils of the Institute, and also 
many former pupils. The festivities ended with a 
great dinner. The mutes of Denmark celebrated 
their one-hundredth year Jubilee in a very worthy 
manner. The people from the northern countries 
were invited to participate in the ffrst Xorthern 
Congress of Mutes which was held in Copenhagen 
from the i8th to the 22nd of August, ittoy. 

About 700 delegates participated, of which num- 
ber 500 were from Denmark, too from Sweden, 
40 from Norw-ay and 50 from Finland. The Con- 
gress began in a church, owned by the mutes, w-ith 
short sermons by preachers from Denmark, Styeden 
and Norway. The real proceedings began In a 
large concert hall, w'here the delegates were wel- 
comed by the chairman of the congressional com- 
mittee Artist Carl Becker, who was also elected 
President of the Congress. Then one vice-presi- 
dent and two secretaries from each country, rep- 
resented, were elected. Work done by mutes 
were exhibited and inspected. Most of the exhib- 
its were made in Denmark. -Altogether about 750 
different articles w'crc on exhibition. The exhibit- 
ed articles were most skillfully made and the Danish 
press spoke very highly of them. The object of 
this exhibition was to show the public, those that 
were blessed by being able to hear and talk, that 
mutes were also skilled mechanics, was undoubtedly 
attained. In the evening the delegates visited Tivoli, 


Copenhagen’s most patronized amusement place, 
where the delegates became better acquainted with 
each other. 

The business sessions began the 19th at 9 o’clock 
A.M. and continued the 20th, 21st and 22nd. about 
four hours per day. The first day discussions 
were mostly about the education of small children 
(3 to 5 years) in the kindergarten, e.xhibited to 
higher and continued education and the teaching 
of agriculture, etc., and, after heated discussions, 
resolutions were adopted in their interest. The 
succeeding day the different methods of teaching 
were discussed. The delegates from Sweden, in 
particular recommended the present method, and 
the discussions about this were the most spirited 
during the whole session of the Congress on 
Tuesday. The delegates showed their sympathy 
with the different speakers by applause waftings 
and loud hurrahs. On account of the difficulty in 
understanding delegates from the different countries, 
it was proposed by a delegate from Finland that 
a universal sign-language for the Northern coun- 
tries should be adopted, which proposition was 
afterwards changed to an international sign-lan- 
guage. 

-A committee of twelve was appointed, three from 
Denmark, three from Sweden, three from Norway 
and three from Finland, to work out all the dif- 
ferent signs used in all the countries and have 
them ])hotographed, and afterwards a text book 
with the different signs should be printed. There 
was also a discussion about a universal alphabet 
for the northern countries. Talks on temperance 
and social intercourse between teachers and pupils 
were also had. 

One delegate from Norway wanted to know 
which name w’as proper, for a per.son that could 
not hear or talk, deaf or mute, and the delegates 
come to the conclusion that a person that could 
neither hear nor talk could call himself by which 
ever name he choose. About 31 speeches were 
made and about 90 delegates participated more or 
less in the discussions. Many teachers took part 
in the discussions and on account of their superior 
knowledge the meetings were very interesting. 
Everything w-as done for the entertainment and 
comfort of the delegates. Monday afternoon the 
delegates visited the great zoological garden where 
animals from every country in the world are to 
be seen. At 8 o’clock p.m. mute amateurs pre- 
sented a pantomime entitled “The Lost Son.” in 
which great ability was shown and the delegates 
appreciated their efforts by frequent applause. 
Then came exhibitions of mute athletes and 
wrestling betw'een the Sw'edes and Danes. Tuesday 
afternoon the different Athletic clubs entertained 
the delegates by running, jumping, throwing and 
wrestling. The Swedes were the best runners, the 
Finns, the best jumpers and throwers and the Danes, 
the best wrestlers. One delegates from Finland 
took four ffrst prizes. 

On Wednesday, the 21st, the delegates visited the 
beautiful old Royal Palace, at Fredericksburg, 
with its splendid collections. After having enjoyed 
a two-hour inspection of the beautiful art collec- 
tions the Institute for Mutes of Copenhagen, invited 
the delegates to partake of refreshments in the 
Palace resturant. At 9 p.m, the delegates returned 
to the King’s City as the Danes love to call Copen- 
hagen, and divided into several groups and were 
further entertained. On the last day many resolu- 
tions were adopted. On the 22nd, the delegates 
visited the new- State House or City Hall, one of 
the most imposing structures in Northern Europe, 
and a masterpiece of architectural beauty. At 6 
o’clock A.M. was the parting feast, in which 750 
persons jiarticipated. Dinner was served on long 
tables. Speeches were in order and many toasts 
were responded to. After dinner coffee was served, 
then a dance, which was enjoyed immensely by the 
delegates and at one o’clock the Congress was 
officially declared ended. This is a short synopsis 
of The First Northern Congress of Mutes. The 
three newspapers in Sweden, two in Denmark and 
one in Finland have naturally given more minute 
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C(JU)UAT>o Springs — Place oe the next Convention oe the N. A. D., in 1910 


Where *Th N. A. D. 
Meets in 1910 

C OLORADO SPRINGS is quo- 
ted as "the play ftround of the 
entire republic.” Almost any 
amount of time can profitably be 
spent in the city and vicinity. 
Tl.e city is amply supplied with 
fine hotels and boarding houses 
and an electric system covers it 
thoroughly. The Institute for the 
Deaf is there. The region is filled 
with natural wonders and ready 
access is gained lo Pike's Peak. 

There are many points of scenic 
interest within an hour's ride 
from the city, or easily accessible 
by an excellent trolley car service. 
-Among them may be mentioned 
Cheyenne Canons, the Garden of 
the Gods. Glen p^yrie, Cheyenne 
Park, Palmer Park and Manitou 
Springs. 


details. For the mutes, especially in Denmark, a 
great deal has been done. 

They have a society and a very large fund. 
They own a home for the aged, a church of their 
own, a workhouse and an asylum for old and 
young women, state appropriations, to be used for 
lectures, and well-stocked reading-rooms. Teach- 
ers, present and former pupils, are in very close 
relationship and visit each other and the societies 
frequently. 

It is the intention to have Congresses for mutes 
every fifth year, alternately, in Stockholm. Sweden. 
Helsingfors, Finland, Christiania. Norway' and 
Copenhagen, Denmark. The next Congress is to 
be held in Stockholm, Sweden in 1912. 

Gunnak Fonhelius. 

Translated by C. H. Sttndstrom. Oaklyn, X. J. 


Does Not Favor *rhe Federation 
Plan 

I H-WE read the suggestions By Douglas Tilden 
for a confederation of the state associations of 
the deaf with the N. A. D., but I cannot say that 
I favor his plans. Like him, I am not a member of 
the N. D., but 1 am a member in good standing 
in the New' England Gallaudet Association of the 
Deaf. His ideas may be good but they are imprac- 
ticable, as far as the sending of delegates to Denver 
goes. The membership fee in associations of the 
deaf is $1.00 as he knows. From that is paid the 
expenses of the officers to the conventions, and 
sometimes there are not a hundred members enroll- 
ed. Whence will come the money to defray the 
expenses of the delegates? Would Tilden suggest 
that they jiay their own expenses for the fun of 
representing their state association? 

Yes, certainly there are many deaf-mutes w^o 
are not members at all the conventions of these 
state associations. They are attracted to these con- 
ventions like flies to a molasses jug. but they 
certainly do not vote until they have separated them- 
selves from a dollar ; and that makes them members. 
It is hard to keep them on the membership roll 
because the conventions are never held in the same 
place and they prefer attractions nearer home. 
Another reason is they don’t care because there are 
no pecuniary benefits obtained by belonging to them. 
The day when a m.an will give a dollar sim])ly to 
have the privelege of voting for the election of 
officers, especially after he has had to pay for 
travelling a long distance, and his hotel e.xpenses. 
is rapidly passing. People nowadays are greater 
thinkers than they were when these associations were 
first organized. They want some return for their 
money'. 

Now there are societies for the. deaf that look 
after the welfare of their members. They do not 
attempt to use the membership as if they were the 
goose that lays the golden eggs, to enable the 
officers to trax>el to and from conventions. 1 favor 
the idea of amalgamation, but instead of having 
the state associations of the deaf joined to the 
N. A. D., I would have inaugurated the fraternal 


and insurance idea, and hitch up to the X. F. S. D. 

There is another society of the deaf run on the 
fraternal and insurance plan. It is not very large 
numerically. It has less than 100 members. They 
are scattered all over the state of Connecticut. I 
refer to the Hartford Deaf-Mutes' Benevolent 
Society. It has a good sized sum in the bank and 
very easily meets all its obligations. It very recently 
held a masquerade party in a large hall in Hartford 
at which there were about 200 deaf-mutes from all 
over Connecticut and Massachusetts and a few from 
New York. There were also about .so hearing 
people. The admission fee was only' 25 cents, yet 
it was as splendid a .success financially as it was 
socially. The proceeds w'ent into the treasury to be 
used for tbe general welfare of the members. 

There are, according to Tilden, 50,000 deaf-mutes 
in this country, though he has not classified them. 
If there are 50.000 adult deaf-mutes, what a strong 
organization it is possible to build upon the fraternal 
and insurance plan. 

Some years ago I had a discussion in a deaf 
paper with a Boston writer on Fraternal Societies 
vs. Life Insurance. In the Boston writer’s last letter 
my name was used scores of times and he did his 
best to riddle my arguments. I replied, but my 
reply was not published. I wrote the editor request- 
ing to kno%v the reason why. His reply was that 
the Boston writer’s article was a paid advertisement, 
and I was politely informed that if I wished to reply 
advertising terms would be sent me on application. 
Now I could have sued both the paper and the 
writer, the first for publishing an article with my 
name in it and denying me the right to reply, the 
latter for using my name in advertising matter. 
Hut had I done so there would have been a great 
hue and cry and I would have been called an enemy 
of tbe deaf. 

Now to the point, if these state associations for 
the deaf will l>e turned into fraternal societies, w'e 
will soon have an organization to be proud of. 
Fraternal Societies are of far greater benefit to the 
workingman (the deaf are all workingmen') than 
to have a policy' in some life insurance company'. 
Yet, both are safe. Fraternal .societies will insure 
life, and at tbe same time give and aid during 
times of sicknes.s. Life insurance companies will 
only insure life. With the latter it is pay your dues, 
be you well or sick, working or out of work makes 
110 difference, or lose your ])olicy and everything you 
have previously paid in. Life insurance is a business 
enterprise. It is capitalized, and its shares are 
bought and sold like those of manufacturing, mer- 
cantile and different companies. Fraternal societies 
receive its capital from the initiation fees and dues 
of the members, which later returns to them or their 
heirs in the form of a sick or death benefit. With 
the cxcei)tion of defraying the e.xjK'nses of the so- 
ciety, it. is used for no other purjxises. It has no 
high salaried officals. and 'does not have officers 
and a corjts of solicitors in every large town, nor 
do they give large sums to politicial parties for 
campaign purposes like life insurance companies do. 
Now if the deaf could oidy have one great society 
there should be a central or national organization 


like the N. F. S. D. Then there could l)e state 
branches in every state w'ith various lodges, but all 
coming under the rule of the central or national 
body. The deaf will take more interest in such art 
organization, having their welfare at heart than they 
would in a society that simply takes their money 
and gives them a good time. They will attend the 
parties and conventions in greater numbers, know- 
ing their money will go into the treasury for their 
ultimate benefit, instead of paying the expenses of 
a few popular members w'ho have been elected 
officials. 

State legislatures and all competent authorities 
now recognize the National Fraternal Congress 
tables as a set of rates w'hich must be taken as the 
basis of any successful life insurance scheme. 

Herewith I submit a table which might be used 
as a basis of such an organization as I have suggest- 
ed, showing the monthly' premiums at ages from 21 
to 50 upon policies of $500, $1,000, $2,000: 


-Ages 

For $500 

For $1,000 i 

For $2,000 

21 

$0.63 

$1.08 

$1.99 

22 

.64 

l.ll 

2.04 

■23 

• 65 

1 . 13 

2.10 

-24 

.67 

I . 16 

2.15 

25 

.68 

1.19 

2.21 

26 

• 70 

1 .22 

2.28 

27 

■ 72 

1.26 

2.35 

28 

■73 

1.29 

2.41 

29 

•75 

1-33 

2.49 

30 

■ 77 

I -.37 

2.-57 

31 

■ 79 

1. 41 

2.65 

32 

.81 

1-45 

2.74 

33 

.84 

1-50 

2.83 

.14 

.86 

1-55 

2.92 

35 

■ 89 

1.60 

3.02 

36 

■ 91 

L65 

3.13 


.94 

1. 71 

3.25 

38 

• 97 

177 

3. 37 

39 

I .00 

1.83 

3.50 

40 

1 .04 

1.90 

3.63 

41 

1.07 

197 

3.78 

42 

I . 11 

2.05 

3-93 

43 

J >5 

2.13 

4.09 

44 

1. 19 

2 . 22 

4.26 

45 

1.24 

2.31 

4-44 

46 

1.29 

2.40 

4.63 

47 

1 .34 

2.50 

4.83 

48 

I -.39 

2.61 

5.05 

49 

1-45 

2.73 

5.28 

50 

1 .51 

2.85 

5-53 


If a man takes out a policy at 21 for $500. $1,000 or 
$2,000. his premium of .6 ,l 1.08 or 1.99 remains the 
same throughout his life. Your age when you join 
determines your rate and it never changes after- 
wards, and every member will know what he will 
have to pay now and also ten years more hence. No 
scaling down of policies, nor increase of rates in 
after years as has occurred in many associations 
doing insurance business. 

-As to the Constitution and By-I,aws, that can 
wait until the deaf see fit to organize. No crossing 
bridges until you get to them. The Constitution of 
the United States, and the constitution of a society 
of the deaf have nothing in common. 

Quite a little mistake has been made in school 
papers of the deaf of an incident of a court hearing 
in Northampton where a deaf-mute was aecused of 
robbing another. 1 am a former pupil of that school 
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and can speak vvitli authority. Miss Gawith, who 
acted as interpreter, cannot make signs or use the 
alphaljet either. She used writing. Wonder why 
the court officials could not do it themselves. 1 am 
surprised that none of her critics did not suggest 
that perhaps they were former pupils of that school 
and she was called because they could read her 
lips. I am glad to say they are not. The culprit 
in the case was educated at the school for the deaf 
in Halifax, X. S., Canada, while the mute he tried 
to rob got his education at the school in Cabra, Ire- 
land. He looks very much like a priest. The usual 
question which greets him when he appears is, at 
what time shall we assemble for religious services? 
He recovered the most of the money so he would 
not press the case against the other fellow, but the 
state held him on the charge of forgery. He failed 
to obtain bail, so will have to remain in jail until 
June, when he will be given a hearing. If he is 
indicted the trial will be set at a later date. 

Philip Morin. 

March 3, 1908. 


De&f-Mutes Deb&te On Jap Question. 

Probably one of the most remarkable deliates 
ever held in Kalamazoo took place last night in 
the auditorium of Parsons’ Business college when 
several of the deaf-mutes of the city discussed the 
Japanese immigration question. 

The subject of the debate was : "Resolved, That 
Japanese immigration should be restricted.” The 
affirmative side was championed by John Voisine 
of 619 Summer street, while Ivers Tenney of Dela- 
ware place, w'as against it. Both sides showed care- 
ful pre])aration and some new information was im- 
parted. The judges decided in favor of the negative 
side by points. 

A lecture by M. M. Taylor of 91 1 Grant street, 
on the life of Abraham Lincoln was also given. 
The ever inspiring poem, "America,” was charming- 
ly rendered in concert by Misses Grace Clark and 
Clara Winton, both of Vicksburg. The balance 
of the evening was spent in various games of amuse- 
ment: The society is in a very flourishing condi- 
tion and there is already a talk of hiring a hall 
next fall so that the members should meet oftener 
than every three weeks as at present. Before the 
society was organized, the mutes used to meet 
at their homes by turns, but as the number of deaf 
residents increased, the home meetings had to lie 
discontinued. Several outsiders were present. Miss 
Gladys Graham, of Yorkville, who is a guest of Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Tellier of 1130 West X’orth street; 
Misses Clara Winton and Grace Clark, of Vicks- 
burg, guests of Mr. and Mrs. John Voisine of 619 
Summer street, and George Tobey of Galesburg. — 
Kalamazoo Daily Gazette, March 8th. 


Notes From Nova Scotia. 

Mrs. Ambrose S. Kelly and little son, of Windsor, 
K. S., have gone to the former’s home in Margaret- 
ville to remain until brighter days down in the 
working ranks. Mr, Kelly having been out of work 
for several weeks past they expect to go back home 
in April, 

Messrs. Willoughby Goucher, of Mlevern Square 
and Fred Bombly, of Aylesford, visited Mr. and 
Mrs. Ambrose Kelly on Sunday. They expressed 
great satisfaction with the condition of things. 

On the 20th of January, Monday afternoon, Mr. 
Ewart F. Nixon, of Margaretvillc, had the mis- 
fortune to fall while trimming out a log in the 
woods and dislocated his left elbow. They at once 
sent for the doctor who lives eight miles from 
here and dres.sed it. He will be as well as can be 
expected. If Mr. Amborse Kelly had not been 
with him, he would have perished in the late after- 
noon as it was very cold. 


Mr. Wm. H. W’eeks, of Hartford, Conn., has been 
teaching for fifty-eight years and next November 
expects to reach the seventy-ninth mile-stone in his 
life’s journey. 


( Pennsylpani a. J 

I T is not often that we are privileged to wit- 
ness such a fine reproduction of "Rip \'an 
Winkle" as that given by the members of 
the Clerc Literary Association on Thursday 
evening. February 20th. The players all per- 
formed their jiarts so well, that it is difficult 
to pick out any one individual player for praise 
without being seemingly unjust to the others. 
Mr. William H. Lipsett, who possesses much 
histrionic ability, acted the part of Rip to 
perfection, while Mrs. Effie L. Dorfner, as 
Dame Fan Winkle, Harry E. Stevens as 
Knickerbocker, Wallace Cook as I 'an Slaus, 
the Bur^’omaster, Robert E. Lnderwootl as 
Herman, Miss May E. Stemple as Alice, Mrs. 
Elmer E. Scott as Lorenna, Mr. Elmer E. 
Scott as Gustaffe, Mr. Thomas E. Jones as 
Nicholas J'edder, the Inn Keeper, and Messrs. 
John A. Roach, Jr., John M. Wlsmer, R. R. 
Robertson, Charles Yoder, Alex. McGhee, and 
J. S. Rodgers in minor parts, one an<l all did 
their parts most accejitably- The costumes 
and scenery was all that could be desired. The 
play was managed hy Mr. Lipsett, while Mrs. 
Syle attended to the arrangements for cos- 
tumes and scener}'. The scenery was jiainted 
by ilessrs. Abram Frantz and H. J. Haight. 
The Guild Room, as usual for such gatherings, 
was filled far beyond its capacity, and this 
and the smallness of the stage strongly accen- 
tuated the great and crying need for a more 
modern and commodious parish house. 


Some months ago, one of the city jiapers 
contained the following; 

At the recent games held by the Church .Asso- 
ciation at Menlo Park, the eyes of the lovers of 
athletics who attended were opened by the won- 
derful work of a deaf boy, who competed under the 
the colors of the Pennsylvania Institution for the 
Deaf and Dumb. The youngester, Martin Caviston, 


by name, who had never before competed in an 
actual athletic contest, captured several races in 
comparatively easy fashion, but in the one hundred 
yards dash his work was a revelation to veteran 
runners who looked on. 

In the one-hundred-yards dash he prroved a 
fast man getting away from the mark. With no 
experience in the training line and with not the 
slightest intention of competing, he was coaxed to 
enter the events by the companions who attended 
the sports with him. 

In the one-hundred-yards events he was op- 
posed by experienced and well-trained ,lrunners, 
but he simply outdistanced them all. At the shot 
of the pistol he got awaj- like a shot and was soon 
leading. Without being forced, he led easily to 
the tape winning in eleven seconds flat. After a 
short rest, he took part in the 220-yards event and 
also w'on that handily from a big field in the good 
time of 23 seconds flat. 

Those who saw the fine performances of the 
young mute pronounce him a wonder, and all agree 
that with a man like Mike Murphy or some other 
capable trainers young Caviston will some day 
take the laurels away from the flying Arthur 
DuiTy. 

Martin Caviston appears to be a promising 
young athlete. He is at present nineteen 
years old and about five feet six inches high. 
He, himself, attributes his phenomenal success 
to strict temperance habits. Some of the 
records made by Caviston are: too yds in 10 
seconds ; 220 yds in 23 seconds ; 440 yds in 
53 seconds. Last summer he attended the 
picnic of the Philadelphia Local Branch at 
Burlington Island Park and won two valuable 
prizes in running races. He also won a sil- 
ver cup from the L’niversity of Pennsylvania 
in the relat' races two years ago. The coming 
spring he expects to enter the relay races with 
the preparatorj' school teams. ^Ir. Caviston 
is the manager of the track team at the Mt. 
Airy School, which is made up of Thomas 
Larkin, W’illiam Clayton, Harry Wise and Mr. 
Caviston. It is said all four have remarkable 
speed. .And when one comes to think of it 
our boys at Mt. Airy certainly enjoy ijuite a 
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local reputation in foot-ball, base-ball, track- 
running, etc. Xo wonder they feel proud. 
They are anxious to know if the athletes of 
other schools for the deaf can show as good 
records. 


We extend our congratulations to }klr. and 
Mrs. B. R. x\llabough, of Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
on the recent addition of a little boy to their 
interesting little family. The youngester ar- 
rived on the morning of the 13th of February. 
He will be christened David, after his grand- 
father Allabough, 1 presume. 


Mr. John P. Walker, of Trenton, delivered 
a lecture before the Beth Israel Deaf Associa- 
tion on Sunday, February 29th. There was 
quite a large attendance, attracteil thither, no 
doubt, by Mr. W’alker's personality. 

iliss Louise Lauer, of Rochester, N. Y., has 
been the guest of the Sanders for the past 
three weeks and may remain until the tenth 
of this month. 


IMr. Rowland B. Lloyd, of Trenton, deliver- 
ed in his usual inimitable style, an interesting 
lecture on Xapoleon I before a good sized 
gathering of the Clerc Literary Association, 
on Thursday evening, February 13. 


The Rev. Oliver J. Whildin. of Baltimore, 
Md., favored the Philadelphia Local Branch 
of the P. S. D., with a highly interesting 
reading of Ralph Connor's "Sky Pilot," on 
Saturday evening, February 8th, and the next 
day, Sunday, he preached the sermon in All 
Souls’ Church. 


From the foregoing it will be seen that we 
have been favored with quite a feast in the 
way of lectures from prominent persons. 
Every one of the lectures and addresses was 
well worth listening to. One of the advant- 
ages that the deaf in a large city has is this 
arrangement, not only for weekly religious 
services on Sunday, but also week day lec- 
tures from local and foreign talent. This ad- 
vantage was remarked on recently by an out 
of town visitor. Said he, “we have the ad- 
vantage in our small town of cheaper living, 
and more sociability with our hearing neigh- 
bors ; but then when it comes to religious ser- 
vices and week day gatherings for lectures, 
etc., we are indeed very much isolated, and 
that is why T would like so much to live in 
your city.” C. O. D. 


Berrine Springs, Mich 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Swartz, of Dayton, Ohio, 
arc now residing in Hinchman, eight miles from St. 
Joe, Mich. They are greatly pleased gith the good 
people around them. Mr. Swartz is working for 
Andy Feather, who is wealthy, having thirty acres 
of grapes of which he has full charge. He will 
also gather lots of berries, currants, gooseberries, 
qunuices, pears, cherries and apples. He will work 
at the Canning factory at Berrine Springs from 
June 1st until October 31st, a good steady job by 
day and extra nights. 

He is now trimming the grape-vine. They are 
glad to live here and have plenty of work on the 
fruit farm with good pay and meals all summer. 
They expect to get lots of fruit for canning in fall. 

Our three deaf brothers, Anthony, Philip and 
Jacob, are still working at the Glass Works in 
Cambridge, Ohio. 

Mrs. Frank M. Swartz and her baby are doing 
well. 

Cydrus Judson used to go to the Ohio school. 
He is seventy-eight years old, and is still living at 
Hinchman, Mich, He is a skilltul gardener, has 
a w'ife and lives in a small cottage. 


Stray Straws. 

I X last month’s Silent Worker the pictures 
of the Indiana School for the Deaf — pre- 
sent and future — were intensely interesting 
to me, for being a Hoosier born and bred 
means a Hoosier always. 

"I remember, I remember," as if \'esterday, 
the first day I entered the ixirtals of the old 
school building holding on to the Pater’s hand. 
And the kind old superintendent made me lisp 
out my own name in full, the number of sum- 
mers that had passed over my head, and the 
length of the time spent in the public school 
before becoming deaf, while he smilingly put 
it all down in the big record book of the 
school. Then the dreadful, dreadful time 
when the dear I’ater had to leave and I was 
left to be put among the big crowd of deaf 
girls. They all surrounded me and grimaced 
and gesticulated so wildly to each other that 
I was frightened into thinking I was in an 
in.sane asylum. And then how I fled scream- 
ing with terror to throw myself into the arms 
of the superintendent and wail out that they 
were all crazy and I was not and that I never, 
never could stay with such crazy people. 

The new buildings soon to be ready for the 
Hoosier deaf school-children give me a swell- 
ed up feeling of pride and make me enviously 
reerret that I was born too soon for them. 

The Colorado School for the Deaf has a 
patent ( Blakeslee ) dish-washing machine 
which decreases the breakage in chinaware 
there and saves the pupils the irksome labor 
of dish-washing in the old fashioned way. 
This patent dish-washer is sanitary -to a re- 
freshing degree, for the dishes all pass through 
water at the boiling point for both washing and 
rinsing and then go into the “warmer” where 
they get dried without any wiping. .And the 
lucky school also has a potato peeler which 
peels a jieck of potatoes a minute without any 
waste of either time or potatoes. It is usually 
the way of most schools to have the girls do 
the dish-washing and the boys attend to the 
potato peeling, and accordingly these labor- 
saving machines will allow the pupils a breath- 
ing spell between meals and schtK)l work. 

It is a sign of progressive ways when a 
school for the deaf adopts such modern inven- 
tions and practices the old adage of making 
the head save the heels. 

The Iowa School for the Deaf is beginning 
to put on a homelike air and everybody feels 
happy just because the Superintendent decreed 
that early rising for an early breakfast was 
too much on Sunday — a day of rest. So now 
the Iowa jnipils can sleep sweetly till seven 
and have a cheery breakfast at half past seven 
every Slinday morning. And the teachers also 
get their frazzled nerves smoothed by having 
nice "forty minute winks” until eight o’clock 
and then breakfast at half past eight. The 
cook and his assistant and the "maids of all 
work" are also feeling good with this kind 
of Sunday happiness. This is a happy kind 
of progress and makes Sunday .seem more 
like a real dav of rest. 

❖ ❖ 

M e all admire the right kind of spunk in 
anyone and especially when it is shown by 
a deaf person. 

For an in.stance ! 

In a large Western city there’s a deaf mil- 
liner w’ho has worked as a trimmer in one of 
the leading millinery establishments for so 
many years that the finm has regarded her 
as one of its indisjiensable fixtures. Hut. when 
the recent spreatl of hard times made money 
tighten and refuse to circulate, the finn told 
this milliner that her wages must be cut down 
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along with the rest of the employes. Then 
she simply got up, took oflF her work apron, 
put on her hat. and remarking that the firm 
could accordingly do w'ithout her services, 
quitted the place. Next day she put on her 
best “togs” and her most impressive “I own 
the ground on which I walk” manner and 
w^ent to a rival millinerj' establishment for a. 
situation. As good luck or fate would have it, 
the very first person she accosted was the man- 
ager himself. He immediately seemed to con- 
cede that she had a perfect right to all the 
ground she wanted to walk on and escorted 
her right into the swell Paris pattern room of 
the house and introduced her to the French 
Madame in 'charge as an assistant to fill the 
place of one who had left that very day. She 
is still there copying Paris creations in hats 
and she the old firm is trying to get her back, 
too. 

Of all the official notices coming from the 
National .Association of the Deaf, commend 
us to the latest in the N. Y. Deaf-Mutes' 
Journal by the secretary of that body, in re- 
gard to the lielated reports of the .Norfolk 
meeting. The local committee deserve all 
credit for their generosity in printing the pro- 
ceedings at their own expense and there is 
not a member of the association who does not 
feel like oflcring a few boquets to the com- 
mittee for the fine hospitality it showed us at 
Norfolk. For this reason alone one is dis- 
posed to overlook the vaunting boast of mod- 
esty which Chairman Ritter has prefaced his 
notice, but the brusquely rude manner of noti- 
fying the memlaers of the National Association 
that he will be blanked if he is going to send 
out any more of the rejiorts until the stanns 
for maling are received, is decidedly unbe- 
coming the secretar}- of such an organization. 
Nobody but himself knew of the predicamenUfe 
In his notice last December, or January, an^f' j; 
nouncing that the reports were ready, he asked 
members to .send in their names and said noth- 
ing about the need of postage, and they should 
be forgiven for not knowing of this need. 

And now, instead of letting the public know 
in an amiable and dignified manner (where is 
the far-famed Virginia courtesy now?), that 
the reports have been delayed for lack of 
postage, and instead of quietly calling on 
the executive committee for the wherewithal, 
he sputters forth a half column of “billings- 
gate” berating the innocent members because 
the local committee could not do any more 
than it has done. 

It is said there s a newspaper started in 
Washington with the title “Brickbats and Bo- 
quets.” That title seems to fit the effusions 
of many contributiirs to the papers for the 
deaf with the brickbats predominating. 

For instance, the president of the N. .A. D. 
has been almost buried with an avalanche of 
brickbats and the few Ixxjuets he ever re- 
ceived seem lost under it all. 

But he has been dignified and calmly kept 
to the even tenor of his way without throw- 
ing anv brickbats back in return. 

E. F. L. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Lloyd, of Trenton, have made 
it known that they are now grrandparents, owing to 
the fact that the stork visited the home of their son, 
Rowland, in Portland, Oregon, on March 21st ult. 


Mrs. A. M. Andrews, of Los Angeles, is rejoicing 
over the arrival of a grandson, on March 4th. The 
grandma is as proud as her daughter Laura of the 
beautiful child. 


Messrs. Harry Redman and Luigi Piigliese, former 
pupils of New Jersey School are press feeders iit 
Newark. 


F. M. S. 
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M r. W. H. PHELPS, Jr. of Carthage. 
Mo., and Mr. Paul Erd,;of Waterloo, 
111., stopped off in the city long enough 
recently to tell of their trip to Cuba from 
which they had just returned. Although but 
a short time was allowed for giving notice of 
a lecture by Mr. Phelps, a large and appre- 
ciative audience was present at the Episcopal 
Cathedral parish house when it was given 
under the auspices of St. Thomas Mission. 
Mr. Phel])s entertained and instructed those 
present for over an hour with observations 
and experiences based upon his Cuban trip 
and favored us with several of the numerous 
interesting views which he took. Mr. Phelps 
thinks that Cuba is attractive chiefly to tour- 
ists under existing conditions. A great fut- 
ure, however, is in store for the island after 
the completion of the Panama canal and its 
annexation to the United States. On their 
w'ay home Messrs. Phelps and Erd visited the 
Florida. Louisiana and Arkan.sas schools. At 
the latter place Mr. Phelps engaged a colored 
chef, so that it will no longer be necessary for 
him to do King Alfred stunts by letting his 



MR. THELfS VIEWING THE WRECKED “.MAINE,” IN 
HAVANA HARBOR. 

“Sleep oil brave hearts, and take your rest 
A hundred niilliun strong and free 
Shall guard in each heroic brea.st 
Your pure and priceless legacy.” 


hoe-cake, 'possum and 'taters burn while en- 
grossed in the reports of the mule market. 

* * ♦ 

The following letter signed by the secretary 
of the St. Louis Gallaudet Union and the 
president of the Mis.souri Association of the 
Deaf, has been sent to the senators and re- 
presentatives in Congress from Missouri: 

De.ar Sir: — By a recent rnling of the Civil 
Service Commission the deaf are excluded from 
taking the e.xaminations for appointment to govern- 
ment positions where hearing is not a requisite 
for efficiency. 

This ruling is manifestly unnecessary and unjust 
and against it the organizations for the advance- 
ment of the deaf— National, State and local— are 
making united and emphatic protest. 

We respectfully request that you u<£ your in- 
fluence with the Civil Service Commission to the 
end that the unfair ruling may be rescinded in so 
far as it applies to the various positions under the 
Government which deaf persons otherwise qualified 
may fill without detriment to the service. 

Re.spectfully yours.. 

J. H. Cloud. 

E. G. Whitaker. 

From among the reiilie.s received the two 
follow'ing letters reflect the general .sentiment 
of members of Congre.ss from Missouri con- 
cerning the matter. From Hon. James T. 
Lloyd who represents the “Hannibal district.” 

■ — first i\Ii.s.souri : 


“I thank you for your letter with reference tO 
the action of the Civil Service Commission and will 
take pleasure in doing what 1 can to secure a 





MR. PHELPS ON MORO CASTLE. A B.VTTLE WITH 
SPA.N’ISH 

“tVliere tlie tropic tide-race swirls and runs 
Under the frown of the Morro’s guns—” 

rev'ersal of the action of the Commission in regard 
to the deaf. This class of people should have 
extended to them every opportunity possible for 
employment.’' 

The last sentence of Congressmen Lloyd’s 
letter has the true ring. Congressman Lloyd 
is a nephew of ]\lrs. Alexander Wright, wife 
of the senior warden of St. Thomas’ Mission. 

Reprc.sentative C. F. Booher, of the fourth 
Congressional district of Missouri, wirites : 

“I have your e.steemed favor of recent date and 
I have read it with considerable interest. This is 
not the fir.st rime that my attention has been called 
to this ruling of the Civil Service Commission. I 
think it unfair and unjust, and it ought not to be, 
but the Departments of our Government have a way 
of making these rulings and then standing by 
them right or wrong. 1 shall be glad to assist you 
in any way 1 can to bring about a change in this 
matter.” 

Here the nail is hit on the head again — 
“making these rulings and then standing by 
them right or wrong" — no doubt about the 
wrong this time. 

« « * 

Speaking of the deaf in the civil service, 
the following clipping taken from an article 
in the Saturday Evening Post by former U. S., 



MR. PHELPS BY THE WALL 400 YEARS OLD BUILT BY 
THE SPANIARDS I'OR DEFENSE — FACING 
HAVANA HARBOR. 

“And while 1 watch and listen, my soul within i.s 
stirred. 

And I catch a gladder mes.sage than my cars to-day 
have heard, 

’Tis the spirit of my country with hei everlasting 
word 

Chanting freedom to all peoples drawing on.” 


• Senator M'iliaiii ’Jif,’ Stewart, of Nevada, is 
especially interesting ; ; : . . 

In 1875 I retired from tlie Senate, and .soon after 
Johnson was. elected Senator from Tennessee. 
While I w'as in the Senate I paid several visits 
to the. Deaf and. Dumb Asylum, and found there 
a .boy of great brightness. I secured for him a 
clerkship in the Patent Office. On a visit to Wash- 
ington; 1 later, I went to the Patent Office to see 
the bco'. 1 talked with the Commissioner and 
learned that he was one of the most efficient clerks 
in the bureau, and that he deserved promotion. 

I went to the Secretary of the Interior and asked 
.for liis advancement. While I was pleading his 
cause Andrew Johnson was sitting behind me. I 
did not know he was there until he spoke up. He 
said : 

“Being deaf and dumb is no reason for promo- 
tion. God Almighty knows how' to mark men.” 

I lost my temper and came very near to losing 
my senses. I sprang at Johnson, intending to 
make an impression on his flesh, if no impres- 
sion could be made upon his sense of right and 
w’rong. He jumped behind the Secretary, and 
four or five clerks rushed up and got between us. 
He went out of the room with as little delay as 
possible. 

The world will never know the extent of the 
misfortune to the people of the United States, par- 
ticularly to the South, sustained by the sub.stitution 
of Andrew' Johnson for Abraham Lincoln. I voted 


r' 

\ 



MR. EK1> ON THE TOP OF FORT CABANA FACING 
HAVANA H.VKBOR. 


“Rut not till the foe ha.s gone below, or turns his 
prow and runs, 

Shall the voice of peace bring sweet release to the 
men behind the guns. ” 

to impeach him, and I would do it again. 

I wonder if “the boy” was Mr. Joseph G. 
Parkinson, ’69 Gallaudet, who achieved dis- 
tinction as a patent examiner and attorney. 

* 

It is to he expected that a man should 
seek to increase the paid circulation of the 
paper of which he is the editor and of which 
also, perhaps, under an assortment of nom 
dc plumes, he is its chief contributor. It is 
fitting that he should state the reasons why 
he thinks the jiulilic should rally to the sup- 
port of his particular paper. But the claim 
tliat because a paper is “not backed by an 
institution with a printing office” it is there- 
fore “free” and “independent” and should be 
given the preference, is not calculated to at- 
tract much of the desired support. Nor 
should it. A jiaper will have to win its way 
into favor solely on its merits and not on 
its claims. After the claims have been duly 
discounted there may be very little merit 
left. 

The papers “backed by an institution with 
a printing office” are as free and independent 
as need be, consistent with decency and fair- 
ness, and far less likely to be drawn under 
the control of subtle and undesirable influences 
or intimidated by the unreasonable demands 
of correspondents and agents. 
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The Silent Worker is "backed by an 
institution with a printing office" — one that 
is well equipped in every way. It has all 



It was a touching sentiment which the late 
Mr. Frank 1 >. Yates, a former superintendent 
of the Arkansas School, exjiressed shortE 
before he died that he wished the floral offer- 
ings of his deaf friends to be jdaced nearest 
his coffin. 

* * * 

We are reminded of another instructor — the 
late Dr. H. W. Milligan, of Jacksonville, III. — ■ 
who, before he died, directed that the words 
“Teacher of the Deaf" be inscribed under his 
name on his gravestone. Dr. Milligan had 
been a teacher of the deaf in early and middle 
life, but during the twenty years or so prior 
to his death he was a professor in Illinois 
College at Jacksonville, and apparently lost 
to the silent world. 

4 : =► + 


BURROW MILK FOR THE B.CBIES. 

One of the “infant industries” of the street of 

Havana. 

the freedom and independence that a news- 
paper needs. It maintains a high standard 
of excellence in all its departments. Each 
issue is finely illustrated and contains much 
interesting a'ld useful information on a great 
variety of .mbjects along with practical edi- 
torials and current comment. It has a large 
staff' of able and well-known correspondents 
representing every important section of the 
country and every department of general 
interest to the deaf. The mechanical work 
on the paper, done by apprentices under the 
direction of an efficient foreman, is excep- 
tionally good, which, taken together with the 
fine (juality of paper used, gives The Silent 
Worker a first class appearance in every 
respect. The subscription price being only 
fifty cents a year puts the paper within the 
reach of all. 

* =t: =(: 

However much the advocates of the oral and 
manual methods of teaching the deaf may differ 
on some points, there is one common ground on 
which they can meet and co-operate heartily, and 
that is as regards the importance of giving the 
deaf the best command of the English language 
that time and circumstances, reinforced by faithful 
teaching, will permit , — The Companion. 

The above truism overshadows any oracle 
by Apollo. It at once attracts the attention 
which is sustained and increased in geome- 
trical ratio up to the concluding period. The 
applause following in the wake of such an 
inspired utterance is enough to make even 
Pluto sit tq) and take notice. The successive 
and recurring thougths of one who scans 
the editorial jiage of that most potent organ 
are "How true !" “How grand !" “How 
eloquent !” But turn to another page. Oh ! 
Shades of McGuffy and Longman ! The 
jewel of consistency — where is it? He who 
pleads for the best English for the deaf on 
one page gives them a lot that is inten- 
tionally bad on the next, and in a school 
paper at that, as may be seen in the effusions 
of one Ichabod Crane in the Minnesota Com- 
panion. 

* * * 

Rev. J. W^. Michaels, of Little Rock, was 
a recent and welcome visitor at Gallaudet 
School, where he gave the pupils an interest- 
ing and instructive talk. 

* * * 

The friends of ^Mrs. Philip J. Riordan, 
nee ]\Iiss Mesa Barns, who formerly lived in 
St. Louis, were shocked to hear of her death 
which occurred at her home in St. Paul on 
February 15th. Mrs. Riordan was for a 
time a teacher in Gallaudet School and sub- 
sequently taught in the Florida and Minne.sota 
Schools. She was married a little over a vear 
ago. 


Mr. E. M. Nowell, formerly of this city, has 
been heard from. He had worked himself up 
into a very good position with a big California 
lumber company, with still brighter prospects 
for the future. The prevailing financial de- 
pression, however, has put a check to his 
advancement — temporarily we hope. 

* * V 

Mr. Charles Wolff represented St. Louis 
at the annual masquerade of his division of 
the N. F. S. D. at Chicago recently and, of 
course, won a prize. ^Ir. Wolff has always 



MR. PHELPS .\T THE DUNGEONS AT FORT CAB.VXA, BUILT 
BY SPANISH FOR THE IMPRISONMENT OF 

CUBANS. 

“Teach her that chains of love are stronger far 
'I han clanking steel or ponderous prison bar 

been a good winner of prizes, except ,of the 
kind that is cosy and willing to promise to 
love, honor and obey. 

:.q + * 

The "Deestrict Skule," given on the even- 
ing of February 28 by the St. Louis Gallaudet 
l.nion at the Schuyler Memorial House, was 
a vert' successful and amusing entertainment 
and largely attended. The play was directed 
by iliss Pearl Herdman. assisted by Misses 
Annie Roper, Clara Steidemann. .\ngeline 
jMolloy, Ella Dillion, Mrs. Harden, Messers. 
Burgherr. Berwin. Rodenberger. Stumpe, 
Jones, Lawrence and Wright. The local 
press had the following to say of the affair: 

“The Deestrict Skule” was decidedly funny last 
evening at the Schulyer Memorial House as pre- 
sented in sign-language by the deaf-mutes of the 
Gallaudet Literary Union. 

J. Henry Burgher was the hit of the evening 
in his recitation, “Yankee Doodle.” Thomas Y. 
Northern, of Rocky Ford, Colo., gave an address 
in sign-language, which was heartily applauded. 

* * jK 

Mr. Thomas Y. Northern stopped off in the 
city for a few days recently, meeting old 
friends and making new ones. ' He was on his 
way to visit the folks in the Kentucky home. 

♦ * 

The Rt. Reverend D. S. Tuttle, D. D., will 


visit St. Thomas' Mission for confirmation 
at 3 P.M. Sunday, .-\])ril 12th. His sermons 
are always tnuch apjireciated. 



homeward bound on liO.VRD THE PROTEUS. MR. ERIF 
CAUGHT NAPPING. 

“For, if a vestige of those gleams 
Survived. *t\vas only in my dreams.” 

J. 11. Clul i). 


A Voice From Cuba 

To THE Editor of the Silent Worker : — I shall 
ask you to kindly allow me a space in your paper. 

Considerable has been said in the Deaf American 
and the Deaf-Mutes' Journal about the interstate 
Home for the Aged and Infirm Deaf. It has been 
learned that the sum of $4,000 htis been made and 
the enthusiasm has continued in Illinois. I have 
been tempted to notify the adherents of the Home 
about the remarkable grove for ni^ney making and 
advise it to buy some land for the Home at once. 
There is a good profit in orange-growing. 10 acres 
will bring as much as $2,000 everj' year. I would 
strongly advise the Home to come here and possess 
20 acres of land along the track. Land is at $50 
per acre for sale now. Now is the time to buy it. I 
think it would be unfortunate of the Home to locate 
without owning some property to take care of it. 
What would the Home do without owning property? 
The Home should send some representatives to Cuba 
to see what and how the .\mericans have done. 
Onr colony is called El Canet. There are 1800 acres 
in El Canet which is a mile of P. O. Las Minas. 
I feel sure the Home would make no mistake in 
buying land here. The Americans make money in 
cow pea and potatoes. Cow pea is twice raised. 
The yield is from $35 to $50 per acre. The Home 
would have, of course, to hire some one to stay in 
Cuba and care for trees at expense. The Cuhan.s 
would be willing to take care of trees on a contract 
at 75 cents a month. Las Minas is 25 miles south of 
ocean port Mievitas. It rakes steamships four days 
to reach New York. The freight costs seven 
cents from Las Minas to Mievitas. The ships 
charge 15 cents per crate for Xcw York. The 
freight from California to New York cost 90 cents. 
I would be glad to have some one in California 
correct my statement if wrong. The water trans- 
portation is cheaper from Mievitas than from. 
Florida. Cl.viborx F. J.vckson,. 

Las Minas, Cuba. 

A De&f-Mute Woman Senior 

Miss Alice Brownwell, a deaf-mute, can now- 
become a sailor. A vessel was recently leaving 
one of the harbors of the country and being short 
of hands, the captain engaged a young girl who- 
said that she was willing to do a sailor’s work. 

At this point the local authorities interferred on 
the ground that there was no precedent for em- 
ploying a girl in this way. and the matter was 
referred to the Minister of the Navy, who decided 
in favor of the girl. He said that she might serve 
as a sailor, hut that she could not become a cap- 
tain of a vessel. The young woman in question 
is only twenty-one years old. 


A few months ago, Mrs. Hj-patia Boyd Reed, of 
Menasha. Wis.. received from Scotland an old hall 
clock, which has since been polished, oiled, and set 
up in her cosy home where it ticks continuously 
to the delight and admiration of herself and friends. 
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I EDITRn BV Ai.exandrr L. PACH. I 

^ r 

A FEW days ago, a representative of the 
New York World called on me, and 
asked what there was in curing deafness 
by Psychic power. !My reply was to the effect 
that I did not think there was any thing doing 
in that line. 

I'he result was that they sent to my office 
Mr. C. M. Harrows, who claims the j)ower to 
restore hearing except in adult ca.ses where 
the thirtieth year has been jjassed. I am not 
a scoffer, but while there did not promise 
much I had a lengthy talk with Mr. Barrows, 
whom 1 believe honest and sincere. He is 
in or nearing his seventies, I should judge; 
is a dignified courtly gentleman of the old 
school, and gives the impressicm that he knows 
what he is talking about. He gave me the 
circular which follows ; 

New York, N. Y., January i, 1908. 
To WHOM It may Concern : — .^fter years devoted 
lo special stud3‘ of the conditions of deafness, the 
undersigned di.scovered a way to teach deaf chil- 
dren to hear> During the last four years he has 
given lessons to more than thirty young persons, 
ranging in age from three of twenty-five, who had 
little Of no sound perception when they began the 
course. The instruction was the same for all, and 
presently each began to hear vocal and mechanical 
sounds. In a word, they were changed from deaf 
to hearing beings. 

The experiments made with the.se cases showed 
conclusively that a large majorit}' of deaf and dumb 
children may be taught to hear and speak in the 
course of an ordinarj' school year, and the success 
was sufficient to demand that provision be made for 
extending such instruction to large numbers of this 
most hopeless class of unfortunates. 

To make this possible, a suitable school must be 
established and maintained, essentially different from 
any schools for the deaf already existing, and special- 
ly trained assistants must be secured to conduct the 
work. And, in order to accomplish its mission, this 
school must also be free, because nearly all deaf- 
mutes are children of poor parents, unable to pro- 
vide for them or pay for their instruction. 

The man who discovered how to teach hearing 
has not the means to carrj- out his plans without 
pecuniar}' aid; and at the suggestion of intcre.sted 
friends he is appealing to charitably disposed persons 
to contribute small sums with which to make a 
beginning. Ladies visit residences and business 
places soliciting, and to each donor they present a 
pamphlet which explains the method of teaching 
and answers the que.stions that would be likely to 
arise. 

New York City has been chosen as being, on 
the whole, the best location for the proposed school ; 
and already day pupils are receiving instruction, and 
others will be admitted as soon as provision can 
be made for them, 

C. M. Barrows. 

*Mr. Barrows has been for many years a pro- 
found student of psychology and biology, and he 
has given especial attention to the psychological- 
physiological basis of deafness, or. rather, of hear- 
ing. His study and research have carried him quite 
beyond the range of ordinary thinking and experi- 
ence, and so the theories and processes presented 
in his paper were scarcely less startling than inter- 
esting . — Editorial comment in The Association Re- 
view. June. 1905. 

Now, naturally the adult deaf will hardly 
enthu.se over a project of this kind, particular- 
ly the scheme for raising- money to carry on 
the work. It seems to me such a very easy 
matter, if Mr. Barrows can do as he claims, 
for instance, or the Rockfeller Fund, and if 


he can do all that he claims, the funds will be 
at his disposal, and there will be ample honor, 
too. 

When asked why he did not demonstrate 
his ability at one of the New York Institu- 
tions he said that Institutions did not enthuse 
over his work, and that they were not author- 
ized to allow pupils to be treated as subjects 
for such demonstrations. 

.Answering this, however, I told him that I 
thought both Mr. Gruver, and Mr. Currier 
would be happv men if he could do as he 
claimed, and that they would assist him in 
every way. if they thought he could make 
good his claims. 

Meantime there have been no restorations as 
yet, and the outcome of Mr. Barrows’ work 
is vet to be learned. 

❖ 

For a great many years, the Mirror has 
carried a “Among the Deaf at Large” column, 
and I have often smiled at the many interpreta- 
tions that might be put on the heading. 
“Among the Deaf at Large” are a few who 
should not be, and there are a great number 
at large who do not deserve to be classed that 
wav. It's ambigious to say the least. 

Just finished reading the Hoosier and the 
Mt. Airy World, and they are chock full of 
good reading matter, but the wonder of it is 
why more of it does not bear on the deaf 
people in -whose behalf the schools, and the 
school papers are supposedly conducted. 

Came across a fine editorial in a leading pa- 
per the other day, and it was a gem of the 
first water. It ended with a little poem about 
the ability of any “chump” in the “knocking" 
line. The poem was good, too, and I made 
up my mmej the very first time I saw the 
owner of the hand whose brain dictated the 
editorial I would tell him how very much 
and altogether to the good it was. Met him 
that very evening and butted in just in time 
to find him in the very act of — well it sure 
did sound a bit like “knocking,” so I kept my 
congratulator\’ remarks back for a more op- 
portune occasion. 

❖ 

Several years ago. at the Aladison Square 
Garden, I had the pleasure of seeing a Bat- 
talion of Canadian Militia, a “Highlander” 
corps, execute a drill of the setting up order, 
which seemed as near perfection as it was 
possible to get. Every one marvelled thereat, 
and the cheers and the applau.se they got were 
entirely deserved. 

Last Saturday evening, at the .Armory of 
the 22nd Regiment, Engineers, here in New 
York, to the plaudits of hundreds, the Fan- 
wood Cadet corps, three companies strong, 
almost filling the vast floor, spaced out as 
they have to be, went through the entire 
drill, just as perfectly as the “bare legged 
Hoot Alon” company executed it, and the 
Canadian company I have mentioned are the 
cracks of the Canadian soldiery. 

On the one hand we had full grown men, 
of many years training, in the full possession 
of all their faculties, and on the other, deaf, 
and deaf-mute boys from seven years of age, 
and upward ! 

What's the use moralizing and speculat- 
ing? The thing is a demonstrated fact, only 
few believe it till they have been Missour- 
ized. 

Generally Principal Enoch Henry Currier's 
faith in his ability to attain, and persistence 
in bringing his far-.seeing belief into sucess- 
ful realization, is recognized as it should be. 
but behind him, with the full militarv equip- 
ment necessary, and a knowledge of the deaf 
and their langugae, as well as their capabili- 
ties and limitations, steadfa.stly carrying out 


every aim and endeavor, was William H. \'an 
Tassel, to whom, in large measure, the pre- 
sent day perfection in the School of tl-ie Sol- 
dier. the pre-eminence of the New York 
Institution Cadet Corps is due. 

And now that these laurels in Infantry 
equipment and drills have been brought about 
who is their to gainsay that in the days to 
come there will be a batterv' of Artillery and 
a troop of Cavalrv as well? 

A paper published in the interest of one 
of the Churches prints the statement that the 
Reverend Father in charge of the local work 
instructed his people not to make the day 
and place of their gathering for services a 
market for the disposal of tickets for different 
entertainments, and all will heartily agree with 
him in the stand. 

Further, by inference it is made to appear 
that the .sanie honored spiritual guide urges 
that the members of his congregation refrain 
from j)atronizing other organizations, outside 
of the church. 

I happen to know the good Father referred 
to quite well, and the warmth of his greet- 
ings and the too evident sincerity of his wel- 
come to those not of his faith, who attend 
meetings and entertainments given by his 
people, and his own remarks made when he 
addressed the Empire State Association of 
the Deaf disprove that he would have the 
line drawn as indicated. 

Outside of Religion, the deaf enjoy many 
friendships, which in their breadth and scope 
encompass lines that are unusual with any 
other class. 

❖ 

Not long ago I mentioned a new religious 
organization among the deaf here in New 
York, and last week I had an opportunity to 
see the w’ork under way, and enjoyed one of 
their weekly “Friday evenings,” at the 72nd 
Street and Lexington Avenue Synagouge 
where the Hebrew congregation have their 
religious home. 

The Friday evening meetings are for 
purposes of worship, and literary- exercises, 
and mental improvement. The President, Air. 
Kenner, gives each visitor a cordial -welcome, 
and in a dignified way, conducts the simple 
.services of the evening, then gives way to the 
lecturer of the evening, the time I happened in. 
Rev. John H. Keiser of St. Anns’ was the 
lecturer, and acquited himself handsomely with 
a discourse on the Jewish Women of the Old 
Testament. 

After Air. Keiser was through, the Kaddish, 
or Prayers for the Deaf were recited, with 
those who had recently been bereaved, stand- 
ing, and then the trio of young ladies who 
compose the choir, gave in signs, a most 
inspiring rendition of a hymn. I have seen 
sign renditions in other churches, and at 
schools, conventions and the like, but I never 
saw anything approaching the feeling and 
heart interest that these ymung w'omen put 
in their work. Others, like myself, witnessing 
it for the first time, were emphatic in their 
praise. 

Taken as a whole, the entire evening’s prog- 
ram, an assemblage of worshippers of the 
Hebrew faith, assembling in a temple of the 
ultra-orthodox, yet broad and liberal spirited 
enough to invite ordained clergymen of ‘hf 
Protestant Episcopal faith, tends to show what 
we have reached in this year, 1907, in -he 
Lnited States of .America 

.And whv shouldn't it be so? 

❖ 

Soon time for announcements of the sunirier 
meeting of the Empire State Society' which 
held no meeting last summer. .Albany, Luca 
and Rome arc mentioned, with .Albany leading 
favorite. 
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( Chicago ] 

T ime was when the St. Louis and Chicago 
corresj)Ondents of the "deaf press" threw 
brickbats at one another instead of bo- 
quets. I am indeed pleased to receive one of 
the latter complinientaries from my confrere 
beyond the ilississippi and assure him lye 
has struck the right chord : also that there is 
room in the N. F. S. D. band wagon for him- 
self and the rest of the St. Louis boys. 

•> 

Tn the novel "By Snare of Love" by Arthur 
Marchmont I ran across the following para- 
graph descriptive of the body servants of one 
of the characters in the book — a Turkish 
Pasha : " ‘They are merely mutes, monsieur, 

deaf and dumb,' and he touched his mouth 
and ears to signify tliat the tongues of both 
the guards had been split and the ear drums 
pierced, after the gentle fashion of the East." 
And this comment : "It is a well-known 
characteristic of these unfortunate people that 
the destruction of their powers of speech and 
hearing has the effect of rendering their sight 
especially keen and the memory particularly 
retentive.” 

•> 

Edward W. Townsend, the author of 
"Chimmie Fadden," has a Serial running in 
the Sunday Maga^sinc which is another fine 
essay on "United States as she is spoke" (the 
serial being "The Climbing Courtavels" ) and 
I append a couple of extracts in which he 
uses some "idioms" of especial interest to 
us : 

"Wliy, I tell you. Dick,” she used to say to her 
admiring husband when he praised her for some 
heroic display of silence, "all women can hold their 
tongues better then any man. They couldn't keep'- 
their places on earth if they weren't able to be silent 
even when a born deaf and dumb man would talk 
the rivets out of a boiler. IMost men are great idiots 
about all women, and say and do things which 
would excite a hitching post to angry eloriuence.” 

.And this : 

"His nobs and T were both doing thinking parts 
right then which would make a screaming hit in a 
deaf and dumb asylum.” 


The Chicago Tribune of February 25, un- 
der the caption "Ideal Asylum Found,” had 
the following paragraph in its report of the in- 
vestigations I .spoke of in my last letter. Note 
the way the “asylum” is used in one place and 
"institution” in another, as well as its proper 
title of “school for the deaf.” That com- 
mittee, and the reporters as well, themselves 
need “a surprise of an entirely different char- 
acter 

In the afternoon the committeemen found an 
asylum surprise of an entirely different character. 
After a thorough tour and investigation of the 
Illinois school for the deaf and dumb, the mem- 
bers of the subcommittee pronounced the place 
"an ideal institution.” 

Supt. Charles Phillip Gillette conducted the in- 
vestigators through the asylum and permitted them 
to question the children through interpreters, but 
no evidence of anything wrong was discovered. 

“It is the best place of the sort T ever have seen.” 
said Mr. Hope. “I did not imagine that an asylum 
of its size could be maintained in such a systematic, 
orderly, and ideal manner. T shall report to the 
full committee it is not worth while investigating 
this place any farther." 

.As tliey will do it in 2.000 .A. D. ? 

“.Ah,” said the reporter, glancing up at an air- 


ship, "since the discovery that .speech is visible a 
scoop is not so hard to get. There, for instance, 
is J Spearpoint Sorghum of the sugar trust chew- 
ing the rag with Chank, the chewing gum magnate.” 
— ChirufiO Journal. 

jt. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The paragraph following has been in my 
scrap-book for quite a while and is from an 
editorial in the Deaf World of Octolter 25, 
1900. I reproduce it here, for it seems to 
me to aptly apply to the situation in these 
days as well as to that of its time — to the 
N. A. D., N. F. S. D., or atiy other organ- 
ization of ours : 

“There is one characteristic of the deaf, how'- 
ever, that is a serious obstacle in the way of their 
accomplishing the task, and that is their lack of 
individual interest and support and their quick re- 
sentment of any opposition to their views. No two 
persons in the world can look at a matter from the 
same point of view, and the petty offense thereof 
is given such free rein that the brave hearts left 
at the helm are often compelled to yield from sheer 
inability to fight the battle alone. It will be only 
when the deaf put personality aside and rise up in 
a body with unswerving determination to accom- 
plish the result, each working with all his might in 
hi.s own field of lal)or, bringing into play every 
talent available, and realizing, to the full, the strength 
of unity that they will be recognized and consulted 
as a factor in matters pertaining to their own wel- 
fare.— W.” 


During the recent anarchistic flurry in 
Chicago one of our local deaf men was 
arrested for being too curious in a crowd 
which was watching proceedings through the 
window of police headquarters. One of the 
yellow journals (it’s easy to guess which one) 
came out with the usual deaf and dumb 
scarehead and “the bo^^s” are making life 
miserable for the “suspect,” who, by the 
way. was quickR- released upon showing his 
"credentials.” 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

The Rev. Mr. Rutherford, his wife and a 
gentleman who rooms at his home, were re- 
centl\ the recipients of the attention of the 
cub reporter on the same paper, A fire in the 
building where the Rutherford.s reside gave 
the cub the opportunity to shock the entire 
deaf population by his chroniciling in glaring 
"caps" the suffocation of the family and des- 
truction of their home when, outside of a 
little scare, natural to being routed out of 

bed at 3 .\.Nr., no one suffered in the least. 

• ♦ • 

• • ♦ 

AVe wonder if the Deaf American's staff 
artist is trying to depict the horrors of facial 
contortion, as well as of the sign-language, 
attributed to us by certain of our friends in 
his latest effort to get more than evertbody 
interested in the Pike's Peak boom. 

•** v %*• 

The Columbus Citis:cn of Alarch 9 says: 

R. P. McGregor, deaf and speechless, a teacher 
at the State Deaf and Dumb institution, is now 
about to lose his eyesight. Little hope is held out 
that his sight can be saved. 

Miss Nettie McGregor, a daughter, a graduate 
of Ohio State university, who recently volunteered 
to become a deputy in the Juvenile court to study 
social conditions, is the only member of the family 
who can speak and hear, and she is taking her 
father's place at the state institution during his 
illness. 

The many friends nf "Mac" will regret to 
hear of this great piece of mi.sfortune which 
has come to him. Let us hope the press ac- 
count as above given is exaggerated, for it 
would be calamity indeed were it true. 

❖ ❖ ❖ 


In a recent murder trial here in Chicago 
the defendant was acquitted on his plea of 
self-defense. He claimed to have been attack- 
ed by the man he killed because he had been 
defending from his abu,se a deaf man who was 
being made the “butt” of several other men. 



If it is to be “Pike's Peak or Bust” in 
igio the Deaf American should warn its “staff, 
artist” not to "bust" things all at this time, 
especially its readers’ risibles. 

Says the Chicago Journal: 

A young South Side matron was much annoyed 
one morning at the nonmaterialization of her milk- 
man in time to furnish the cream for breakfast. 
'When he finally did appear about 10 o’clock, she 
took it upon herself to deliver the deserved lec- 
ture, for had not the young husband shown dis- 
pleasure at drinking coffee sans cream and did not 
that fact alone brand the milkman too great a 
culprit to be reproved merely by a maid? 

The young wife is quite deaf, and with conflict- 
, ing sounds of traffic in the street and her baby 
daughter’s crying within, she could not hear the 
defense of the sinful purveyor of pure milk, but 
she thought he looked penitent, even sad, and so 
ended her stern tirade with a magnanimous ; 

"Well, see that you never let it occur again.” 

After he had left she said to the cook: 

“W'hat did he say, Mary?” 

“He said his horse dropped dead, mum," answer- 
ed Mary. 

And she had wisely admonished him “never to let 
it occur again.” F. P. GiBSOX. 


Eastern Canada. 

Air. Ewart F. Nixon, of Margaretville, N. S., 
who has been working in the woods this winter, had 
the misfortune to fall while trimming out a log 
and dislocated his elbow one day a few wrecks ago. 
A doctor was sent for to set the limb. 

Mr. Geo. S. Mackenzie, of Moncton, N. B., presi- 
dent of the Afaritime Deaf-Mute Association, re- 
ceived a letter from Air, Geo. W. Reeves, of Toronto, 
Ontario, president of the Ontario Deaf-AIute As- 
sociation recently, extending an invitation to him and 
the members of the above association, to attend the 
coming convention, which takes place in Toronto on 
June 20 to 25th. It is understood that Air. Alacken- 
zie intends to go. 

We deeply regret to chronicle the death of the 
only son of Air. and Airs. John AlcPherson, Char- 
lottetown, P. E. I., which occurred on February 22nd. 
The young gentleman, who was aged about twenty- 
three years, had not been in good health for about 
one year, but appeared to improve recently. He 
complained of pain in his side two days before and 
sank into unconsciousness and passed away. We 
all sympathize with Air. and Airs. AlcPherson it> 
their sad bereavement. 

The president of the Alaritime Deaf-AIute As- 
sociation is in receipt of a bank cheque for twenty 
dollars ($20.00) from Air. and Airs. James Gard- 
ner. of Edmonton Alberta, to go towards monu- 
ments in honor of William Gray (the first founder 
of the Halifax School for the Deaf) and J. Scott 
Hutton. Alany hearty thanks. Air. and Airs. Gard- 
ner were educated at the Halifax School, 

.A special meeting of the officers and directors of 
the AI. D. AI. A. is to be held at the St. John Deaf- 
AIute Association’s quarters, St. John. N. B., in the 
afternoon of Good Friday, April 17th. the object 
being to make arrangements for the coming associa- 
tion. At.\CK. 


Considers It Invaluable 

I am satisfied with the Silent Worker. In fact, 
I consider it invaluable to any one interested in. 
the fraternal works among the deaf citizens. 

J. Seb.\sti.\x EdelEN. 
Washington, D. C., Alarch 16. 1908. 
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All party lines were obliterat- 
One the ed on the i8th and democrat 
First in our and republican united in 
Hearts hearty felicitation to ex-Pre- 

sident Cleveland who, on that 
day, passed his 71st mile-stone. 


Considering the fact that 
Ours the it was a Spanish Benedictine 

Second Place monk, Pedro Ponce de 
Leon, who in the latter part 
of the 1 6th century, first successfully taught 
the deaf, and another Spaniard Juan Paulo 
Bonet that published the first book on the sub- 
j'ect of their instruction, we would expect 
Spain to be at the head and front in all matters 
relating to the education of the deaf in this 
20th century, but such is far from the case, 
only about four hundred of their ten thou- 
sand deaf being under instruction. Germany 
leads with more schools for the deaf than any 
other country in the world while the United 
States is a close second. 


The summer course in nature 
With study was auspiciously opened 

Woodland on Thursday evening by Pro- 
Friends fessor Schurr, of Newark, in a 
lecture on “A Naturalist and his 
Pets.” The talk was illustrated ' by profuse 
charts and a great variety of birds, animals 
and reptiles, many of the latter alive, and the 
large amount of instructive matter given by 
the professor was enlivened by bright anec- 
dotes which greatly interested the children. 
Perhaps the very best evidence of the success 
of the lecture was the fact that not one of the 
very little ones accustomed to going to bed 
at seven o’clock, so much as nodded during 
the whole discourse. We trust to be able to 
have the luxury (and it is not a very expens- 
ive one) of having the Professor with us soon 
again. 


Johnny and Tommy are little 
Parental boys at the School for the Deaf 
Unwisdom at Uj'ijii and they came there 
as handsome and bright a little 
pair as ever entered a school. Both were a 
bit homesick at first, but when they became 
acquainted they were delighted with their new 
surroundings and entered with their whole 
souls into the affairs of the school. The gV'm- 
nasium and the grounds, the games and re- 
creations, the entertainments and excursions, 
the chapel and the school-room all became a 
j'oy to them and they were as happy as little 
boys could be. Their mammas, at first great- 
ly grieved at having to part with their little 
ones, finding how happily they were situated, 
were as happj' in the new condition of things 
as the children themselves. There was but 
one shadow upon the hearthstone of all, and 
that was the school-regulation that children 
eould go home only for their summer vaca- 
tion and the one at Christmas, except in case 
of sickness or death, or for some other ex- 
traodinary reason. None of the four could 
see any rea.son in this, and both mammas 
wanted exceptions made of their children. 
This of course could not be extended, and the 
principal was obliged to refuse permission 
for weekly or even monthly visits home. 
Then Johnny’s mamma put on her thinking 
cap, and after weighing the matter carefully, 
decided that Johnny should understand that 
his mamma and the principal of the school 
were in full accord, that he should respect au- 
thority and obey all rules, and that foolish 
complaints would never be countenanced by 
her. It was a pretty hard thing for her to 
do, for she yearned for her boy, every waking 
hour, but she was a Spartan mother, and a 
wise one, who knew what was best for her 
boy, and was determined to follow the dictates 
of her judgment and not to pander to the 
feelings of her selfish heart. Johnny is as 
manly a little fellow now as you would care 
to see. He loves his teacher and renders her 
cheerful obedience; he loves his school and 
conforms to everj' rule ; his mamma whom he 
loves and trusts told him that he must; how 
could he do otherwise? He knows that he 
is to spend a fourth of the year at home. He 
is happy in having so much time there and 
never repines because he cannot go at other 
times. He has imbibed his mother’s .spirit, 
and is a credit to himself, to his mamma, and 
to everybody about him. 

Tommy’s mamma never could see any sense 
m objecting to her taking her boy home just 
whenever she pleased and keeping him as 
long as she pleased, and the principal’s plead- 
ing is in vain. In vain, he urges that it is 
wholly for the boy’s welfare that this rule 
and all others are made, and that he is trying 
to do for Tommy just what he would do for 
his own son. She thinks she knows better. 
She thinks it is simply a foolish assumption 
of authority, and she takes Tommy home ju.st 
whenever she wants to. Tommy does not 
understand language very well, and cannot 
communicate very fully with his mamma 
either by speech or writing, but by a species of 
mental telepathy he has grasped her thought. 


His whole idea is home and the good times 
he has there. At his studies, he is blue and 
discontented. He does not like his teacher; 
he takes no intreset in his work or the plays 
of his companions. His school is “no good” 
and he complains of everything and every- 
body. Poor Tommy ! "We fear he is sow- 
ing the wind, all because his mother, the best 
and kindest of women in everything else, is 
determined to have her way, than which 
nothing in the world could be worse for Tom- 
my. 

Fortunately for the Ujijii School ninety- 
nine out of a hundred of the parents of the 
children there have caught the spirit of 
Johnny’s mamma. So long as this is the case 
we need have no fears for the Ujijii School. 

One Jem Roche, of Dublin, 
The and the Local Option Bill be- 

Difference fore our legislature both got 

their bumps on St. Patrick’s 
Day. Jem received some five thousand dol- 
lars, as a solace for his wounded feelings ; the 
friends of local option are still looking for a 
silver lining to their cloud. 

There has been a growing 
Higher tendency among the schools and 
Standards colleges, of late, towards a rais- 
ing of the standard, and almost 
everywhere the requirements are much greater 
than they were a few years ago. At Gallau- 
det, wEerc admission has always been a pretty 
difficult matter to the average institution grad- 
uate, beginning next year there will be re- 
quired in addition to proficiency in composi- 
tion. arithmetic, history, physiology and nat- 
ural philosophy, a familiarity with the English 
master-pieces, and a knowledge of Algebra 
and Latin ; so that probably half of those now 
applying will drop out of the list of eligibles.- 
While this will place old Gallaudet on a very 
much higher plane, there is no fear of any 
material falling off in her matriculants. The 
rapidly growing sources of supply and the 
extra effort that will be put forth will take 
care of this. 

Until a few days ago, it 
De&r- bought would have been thought 
Experience impossible that, in this en- 
lightened age and country, 
in a single school house, in broad day-light, 
nearly two hundred little human beings could 
have been swallowed up in such a holocaust 
as that which occurred at Collinswood. This 
very thing, however, has occurred and all 
eyes are turned in amazement towards a town 
that, because of its cheapness, calmly erected 
a school-building that was in every way a 
menace to the little lives it was supposed to 
protect. In it there was a fire-drill every 
day, to be sure, but the fire-drill is one of those 
things that is all very well when there is no 
fire, but when the fire-fiend is upon us, every- 
thing like order is lost sight of in the panic 
that takes place, and there is a mad rush for 
safety in which even the fittest do not always 
survive. The lessons of the recent awful cat- 
astrophe are that no school-building should 
be more than two stories high, that wide cor- 
ridors should lead to all exits, that all doors 
should open outward, that there should be 
fire-escapes on all sides, and that all boiler and 
engine houses should be in detached buildings. 
If the world learns these lessons, the awful 
sacrifice will not have been in vain. 
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Top-time is here. 

Milton Wymbs has a twin brother at home. 

Thirty new books is our increment for the 
month. 

The Vernal Equinox is already a thing of 
the past. 

Diabolo is quite puzzling to most of our 
little ones. 

There is now Ladies’ Night every week in 
the gymna.sium. 

We do not wonder any more how the man- 
gle got its name. 

The boys are two points ahead in the 
chapel competition. 

Pictures of the girls’ basket-ball teams will 
be taken next week. 

The boys are already skirting the woodland 
dells in search of arbutus. 

Boss Eggert had charge of the Printing De- 
partment on the 23rd inst. 

The monitors were taken to the Minstrels 
on the afternoon of the 5th. 

Peter Pace makes an excellent coach in 
many of the gymnasium games. 

All eyes are centered upon our great fleet 
in its progress around the world. 

The best outline of Professor Schurr’s lec- 
ture was written by Marie Sieben. 

Sadie Penrose says that her little fox-ter- 
rier is one of her very best friends. 

The game of “catch” has become a great 
favorite among both boys and girls. 

Milton Wymbs came across the 19th mile- 
stone, a few days ago, on his life’s journey. 

The boys are over-hauling their balls, bats, 
and catching gloves, a sure sign of spring. 

We fear that some of our boys and girls 
are not very' particular in the observance of 
Lent. 

The “hard times” have been scarce so hard 
in Trenton as in some of the surrounding 
cities. 

Alfred Shaw “forgot” to write to his mother 
last week. His mother never forgets to write 
to him. 

James Dunning has been invested with the 
position of officer and he makes a most effici- 
ent one. 

March has been the same fickle jade as of 
yore, and we are longing for better things 
in weather. 

Adela Silberman’s birthday was made es- 
pecially happy by the arrival of a fine big box 
of goodies. 

The prizes for basket-throwing last week 
were taken by Frieda Heuser and Minnie 
Brickwedel. 

Easter Sunday always brings us a house 
full of visitors and this year promises to be 
no exception. 

We hope to get down to visit the great 
League Island Navy Yard when next we get 
to Philadelphia. 


The game of “jacks” has been taken up by 
the little girls, and some of them have be- 
come quite expert at it. 

The Jersey City contingent is looking for- 
ward with interest to their first trip through 
the Hudson River tunnel. 

The attention that the lecture received on 
the evening of the 19th would have done 
great credit to any audience. 

A pretty little pot of shamrock was put on 
the superintendent’s desk, St. Patrick’s Day, 
as a memento of the occasion. 

Joseph Adlon is becoming quite an expert 
in lettering and many of his recent cards 
would be a credit to the be.st in the business. 

The twenty new book-cases which Robert 
Logan and Clarence Spencer have been work- 
ing on are nearly finished, and will soon be in 
place. 

Among our gymnasts, and we now have 
quite a few good ones, none are better than 
Frank Mesick, Miles Sweeney and Charles 
Quigley. 

In one of the children’s journals mention 
was made of a girl receiving “a black letter,” 
We trust it was nothing more than a letter of 
mourning. 

St. Patrick’s day brought quite a variety 
of gifts to our little family, particularly to 
those who can trace their lineage back to the 
“ould .sod.” 

Seventeen light cases over in the infirmary, 
waiting for the clouds to roll by, attest the 
fact that we bragged too soon of our uninter- 
rupted health. 

Our paint and oil house receives everj'- 
thing of a particularly inflammable character, 
and leaves our other buildings entirely free 
from these dangers. 

The proofs taken by DeWitt Staats in the 
Wood-working Department developed finely 
and DeWitt now has some of the very best 
views ever made there. 

The story of “Robinson Crusoe” has, in the 
hands of Mr. Llo)^d, Irecome most interesting, 
and the children wait, with bated breath, for 
successive installments. 

Our l)oys and girls had watched the Local 
Option bill with considerable interest, and 
many of them were not a little disgruntled 
when it fell by the way-side. 

Samuel Eber was greatly impressed with 
the .story of the diver and the abalone shell 
which he saw. told in the chapel and has since 
written out a full account of it. 

K dozen more portable book-cases are being 
finished for the chapel, and. when we have 
filled them, we will have about reached the 
four thousand mark in books. 

In the basket prize contest last week Frieda 
Heuser won with a score of twenty baskets 
ten of which were made consecutively. Minnie 
Brickwedel took the prize on Tuesday. 

Unfortunately Hartley Davis didn’t have 
the wings of a bird when he fell backward 
from the top of the back-stoop, while watching 
a game, and so got a bump that he will remem- 
ber. 

Our old friend, Mr. Weber, was here last 
week. When not engaged in evangelistic 
work, Mr. Weber acts as a mining expert, 
and, of late, has had great success in this 
line. 
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Saturday was a red letter day for Helen 
Harrison. She received letters from both her 
father and mother on that day. 

Mrs. Schorenstein whom we had not seen 
for a couple of years before, dropped in on 
Tuesday and spent a part of the day with us. 

Mr. Walker and Eldon were both guests 
at the Taft dinner, where they had an op- 
portunity of meeting personally the coming 
president. Governor Fort, and the Japanese 
minister. 

Irving Hermann says he has three apple 
trees, one pear tree, one peach tree, four cherry 
trees and six rose-bushes at home, and that he 
wants to see them and is longing for the pretty 
birds and beautiful flowers. 

When Vallie Gunn came across the account 
of the game between classes A and B in the 
morning papers, she was more than a little 
surprised. She saj's it is the first time she 
ever saw her name in the paper. 

Our babies played a joke on some of the 
unsu.specting ones, last Saturday. They filled 
a candy-box with dark stones, which at first 
appearance looked like chocolates, and pre- 
sented them first to one and then to another. 

The boys’ basket-ball teams had a banquet 
at Mr. Throckmorton’s on Saturday evening, 
and all hands had a glorious time. Not only 
was there an abundant supply for the inner 
man. but it was a “feast of reason and a flow 
of .soul” as well. 

The Delaware and Raritan Canal passing 
just west of us has been flooded and opened 
for navigation. During he summer this canal 
is a l)Oon to our town in another way, for 
it becomes Trenton’s swimming pool and hun- 
dreds lave in its waters daily. 

Quite apropos of Lent, Frank Penrose is 
now repenting in sack-cloth and ashes because 
his teacher transferred him to another class 
for inattention. He mended his ways in a 
week's time ; so his teacher is now considering 
whether she will take him back. 

There were nearly fifty in the party that 
went to Pennington on Saturday night to see 
the game of basket-ball. The game was one 
of the cleanest of the season, our boys losing 
by a single basket. Socially the occasion was 
a most plea.sant one. too, and all enjoyed the 
trip greatly. 

It is very rarely indeed that a blue-bird ever 
gets to our grounds, but we had a call from 
one a few daj^s ago. He lingered but long 
enough to take a little look at our pretty sur- 
roundings, and then uttering his pretty warble, 
he spread his pretty wings and mingled his 
blue with the blue of the cerulean. 

The first pair of robins droped on our lawn 
Tuesday a week. W’e bade them welcome, 
and tendered them the finest tree on our 
grounds as their home during the summer. 
Since then, a half dozen more, doubtless ap- 
prized of the welcome, have joined them and 
a large robin colony is probable for the com- 
ing season. 

The game of basket-ball put up by the girls 
of clas.ses A and B. on the 17th, was one 
worthy of going a long way to see. The 
score 15 to 6 docs not show the true merits 
of the teams, the bit of bad luck which B had 
in the start counting much again.st them. 
Make a note of it that B will be harder to 
“down” next time. By the way. we wonder 
if our young lad}' friends over at the State 
Nomial, would not like to try issues with us. 
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Tilden Submits Ideas for the Federation Plan—No. 2 


ll'r should cultivate altruism — Dr. B. M. Gallaudet. 

I N my first letter I told you why I think we should 
have articles of confederation before we go to 
Colorado Springs and organize. 1 have explain- 
ed how to go from one step to another in a lawful 
manner. In this letter 1 will now deal with the 
Constitution and By-Laws. Before doing so, I will 
try and e.xplain in plain English how the candidates 
for the offices of the National Federation are elected. 

\'.’e will now suppose that the Constitution and 
By-Laws are adopted at the Colorado Congress. 

The next step will, of course, be to elect the 
eight members who, with the President, Vice- 
President, Secretary and Treasurer, form the 
Executive Committee. 

That formality di.sposed of, we will now proceed 
to put in nomination the names of those who are 
to run in the general election. 

We begin with the president. The States offer 
the names of their favorite sons as candidates for 
the presidency. 

We vote on those names and chcxise one from 
each section of the country, th.at is, the Eastern 
States, the Middle States, the Southern States, and 
the Western States. Then we announce that those 
names will be pitted against each other in the 
general election which will take place ttvo and half 
years off ! 

Well, the names of those candidates will be 
before the deaf public during all those years. We 
will come to know very well about them. We 
will discuss their merits. We will know what 
they stand for, and which platforms are better. 
There will be nothing sudden. As the election ap- 
proaches. the times will be lively. The deaf-mute 
papers will make announcements with big lines 
and may have their favorite candidates. We may 
begin to receive circulars from the candidates tell- 
ing why the3' should be elected. I think all this 
electioneering will be fair. The candidates can- 
not get any too smart for us. It will not be 
easy for them to do anything “all cut and dried. ' 
We are also quite sure that a greater number of 
the deaf will get to be interested in each other than 
ever before. Such deaf-mutes as are "offish," may 
like to know^ what is up. Local pride may induce 
them to join the home societies just to vote, and, 
after voting, the}' stat- with us. The membership 
increases. To keep track of the events, we sub- 
scribe to the deaf papers. The subscription in- 
creases and the publishers rul) their hands with 
pleasure. Thus all the deaf get to be interested 
in the Federation. 

In due time each society wmII receive from the 
President of the National Federation a writ of 
election, authorizing it to hold an election on a 
certain daj'. It will also receive from the Execu- 
tive Committee ballot blanks, which are of the 
same size as those sent to all the other societies. 
The election day is held. The deaf papers will 
publish the results as fast as they come in. We 
get e.xcited as we are. when we watch the returns 
which are to tell us who is to be the next 
President of the United States. 

At the same time that the President of the Fed- 
eration issues the writ of election, he announces that 
the Executive Committee has chosen a place where 
the next Congress is to meet at a certain time. At 
the same general election, we choose representatives 
that are to represent us at the Congress. As the 
session of the Congress draws near, the representa- 
tives take with them the ballots sealed in an envelope, 
certified by the president and secretary of the 
society. They also have affidavits, telling how 
many members, etc., each society has, and. that to 
the best of the knowledge and belief of the officers, 
any one member’s vote is not counted twice because 
he is also a member of some other society. 

By and by the representatives all arrive in the 
city where the Congress is to he held. The first 


thing in the order of business is : the President will 
read the roll-call of the societies, beginning with, 
for example. New York. 

The member representing the Empire Association 
of New York, will rise and hand to him the envel- 
ope containing the ballots of his society. 

The President will open the envelope and say ; 
“The Empire Association casts 327 votes,” and then 
give the ballots to the Chairman of the Committee 
on Election (or any other title you like). 

Another member representing, this time, the Union 
League of New York, will rise and also transmit an 
envelope to the President, who, opening it, will 
announce : “The Union League casts 107 votes,” and 
hand the returns to the Chairman of the Committee. 

Thus the President goes through the list. Of 
course we all know beforehand w'hat the results 
would be, they having been published in the deaf 
papers. But all the same we are interested. We are 
pleased because we are doing the thing in a business- 
like manner. The Committee on Election retires 
and works perhaps all day on the certificates and 
ballots. 

On the morrow, the result is officially announced, 
each state casting so many votes and for whom. 
The installation of the successful candidates follows. 

What do you think of all this? The plan is 
simple. There is no confusion. The work is so 
equall.v divided between the societies and the Con- 
gress, that when the Congress meets to do its share 
of the business, it does it quick. There is no com- 
plaint about “hot weather” or the crookedness of 
any body. 

Having explained the above as clearly as I can, I 
will now proceed to give you my idea of what the 
Constitution and By-Laws should be. 

You will notice that there are repetitions of what 
the articles of confederation have already said. 
That is unavoidable. 

The articles of confederation are something that 
the societies would agree to, if they can get a 
federation. 

The Constitution is something that we now accept, 
as a set of fundamental laws governing an organiza- 
tion to be known as the National Federation. 

CONSTITUTION' OF THE X.tTlONAL FEUERATION OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETIES OF THE DEAF. 

We, the deaf-mutes of America, to combat the 
popular prejudice born of ignorance, to inaugurate 
a The-Public-must-knou'-us policy, to secure to 
ourselves the blessings that, under the Constitution 
of the United States of .\merica. all men are entitled 
to in their jiursuit of happiness, and to employ everj' 
known factor and influence to insure our moral, 
social and intellectual improvement, do hereby clasp 
each other’s hands and proclaim to the world that, 
by these presents, we enter into a tie of common 
interests and mutual aid. 

Art. I. — Organization and Object. 

Sec. I. .Ml legislative powers shall be invested 
in a Congress of the organiz^ion to be known as the 
National Federation of the American Societies of 
the Deaf (or any other title that may be chosen), 
and the object of which shall be to bring into one 
strong, active movement the many factors and 
influences looking toward the advancement of the 
moral, social and intellectual improvement of the 
deaf-mutes of .America. 

Sec. 3. The Congress shall be composed of dele- 
gates from the American Societies of the Deaf 
which are members of the National Federation, and 
other delegates as hereinafter classified. 

.Art. II. — Definitions of Delegates. 

See. 1. The delegates shall be styled thiswise : 

( I ) Representatives. 

(2) Honorary Delegates. 

( 3 ) Delegates-at-large. 

Sec. 2. The Representative shall be the delegate 
chosen by the majority of the qualified members of 
the society of which he shall be a member, to rep- 


resent said society in the National Federation in 
congress assembled. 

He shall, on reaching the seat of the Congress,, 
present to the President of the National Federa- 
tion credentials signed by the president and secre- 
tary of the society which he represents. 

He shall be the custodian of the ballots cast at 
the general election held at the society which he 
represents, and he shall deliver the sealed envelope 
containing said ballots to the President of the Na- 
tional Federation who shall open said envelope be- 
fore the Congress and deliver it to the chairman; 
of the Committee on Election. 

In determining upon a question on any point that 
shall come up before the Congress, he shall cast 
one vote. 

Sec. 2. The Honorary Delegate shall be the dele- 
gate who accompanies the Representative from the- 
same society to which they both belong. He shall 
not be considered an accredited representative of 
that society, but shall have the right to take part 
in the deliberations of the Congress. 

He shall present credentials as a honorary dele- 
gate. and he shall have one vote. 

There shall he no limit to the number of the 
honorary delegates that any society may send. 

Sec. 3. The delegate-at-large shall be the delegate 
who is not a member of any society. 

He shall have the same qualifications as the other 
members e.xcept that be shall hold no office. 

He shall, before the National Federation assembles 
in congress, fill an application blank to be obtained 
from the Committee on Membership and signed 
by two sponsors to whom he is personally known, 
and pay the taxes of all the three preceding years, 
upon which he shall, the Committee consenting, re- 
ceive a certificate entitling him to his place in the- 
Congress. 

The delegate-at-large, desiring to continue as a 
member of the Federation, during the recess of 
Congress, shall be known as the member-at-large. 
He shall pay the same taxation and be subject to 
the same limitations and forfeits agreed to by the 
societies. 

Sec. 4. No person shall be a delegate who shall 
not have attained the age of twenty-one years and 
been seven years a citizen of the U. S. and who- 
shall not, when appointed to represent his society 
in the congress or elected to any office of the Na- 
tional Federation, be an inhabitant of the state in 
which his society shall be located. 

Sec. 5. The Representatives shall be elected at the 
general election at the same time as the officers of 
the National Federation. 

Should any vacancy happen in the representation 
in ani- society before the Congress meets, the society 
shall reserve the right to elect another in the stead 
of the representative who was chosen. 

The society shall also have the right to drop the 
representative already chosen and send another in- 
his stead or to recall him during the Congress. 

.Art. HI. 

THF, TIME and PLACE OF THE MEETING OF THE 
LXPNGRESS. 

Sec. I. The Congress shall meet at least once in* 
three years after the adjournment of each congress, 
unless circumstances call for an earlier meeting, 
and the time and place shall be presented by the- 
executive committee and announced by the Presi- 
dent of the National Federation at the time he 
issues the w’rit of election to the societies. 

Sec. 1. There shall never be a postponement of 
the meeting of the congress. 

.Art. W. — Powers of the Congress. 

Sec. I. The National Federation shall have the 
sole and exclusive right and power to authorize its 
Executive Committee. 

fi) To receive invitations from foreign societies 
of the Deaf to meet them in congress and to com- 
municate said invitations to the American societies 
and officially recognize such delegates as the Ameri- 
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•can societies shall desire to send to said foreign 
congress. 

(2) To declare in favor of any uniform rule as 
to method of education and define the same. 

(3) To promote such scientific researches and 
useful arts as may affect the welfare of the deaf and, 
at its discretion, give aid to talented deaf-mutes. 

(4) To communicate with the Congress of the 
U. S. and the properly consituted officers of that 
jgovernment in regard to any matter involving the 
welfare of the American deaf and to secure uniform 
rules on any question whatever affecting their stand- 
ing as citizens of this country. 

(j) To maintain a propaganda for the enlight- 
ment of the public as to the social, moral and in- 
lellcctual standing of the deaf. 

(6) Tp acquire property and hold a legal title to 
the ownership of all the property and assets of the 
National Federation. 

(Make your suggestions here). 

Sec. 2. The National Federation, through the 
Executive Committee, shall come to the assistance of 
the deaf of any state about any legislative action 
that may be taken by that state, provided all of the 
societies of the state, shall apply for said assistance. 
The National Federation shall never give pecuniary 
aid to any society whatever. 

Sec. 4. The National Federation may own prop- 
erty of which the Executive Committee shall be 
trustees, but the Executive Committee shall never 
borrow money on said property, and the National 
Federation in Congress assembled shall never bor- 
row money in said property, unless three-fourths of 
the societies assent to the same in the next general 
•election, upon which all the liabilities so contracted 
by the National Federation shall be deemed and 
•considered as a charge against all the societies, for 
payment and satisfaction whereof the faith of the 
■societies are hereby solemnly pledged. 

See. 5. The National Federation in Congress as- 
sembled shall never determine upon a question on 
any point, except for adjourning, unless by the 
vote of a quorum of the .states represented at said 
Federation in Congress assembled. 

See. 6. The National Federation in congress as- 
sembled, shall have power to adjourn at any time 
within the year and to any place in the United 
States, so that no period of adjournment shall be 
for a longer duration than the space of three years, 
and to publish a report of their proceedings. 

See. 7. The National Federation in congress as- 
sembled shall be the last resort on appeal in any 
disputes and difference now existing or that here- 
after may rise between two or more societies. 

Art. V. — Federation Government. 

Sec. I. The government of the Fed.eration shall 
be vested in the Executive Committee of twelve 
members, consisting of the President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Secretary and Treasurer and eight other 
members. 

Sec. 2. The eight other members of the Execu- 
tive Committee shall he composed of two members 
from each of the four sections of the United States, 
to wit: the Eastern, the Middle, the Southern and 
the Western section, the States to be so classified 
that each section shall have approximately the same 
member of deaf residents. 

Sec. 3.- The Executive Committee shall be the 
trustees of all the property and assets belonging 
to the National Federation. 

Art. VI. — Election oe the Officers. 

Sec. 1. The President of the National Federa- 
tion shall be nominated and chosen as follows : 

Immediately after the installation of the new 
officers of the National Federation, the delegates 
shall choose by ballot the candidates wdio are to rur^ 
for the offices of the Federation in the next general 
election, provided no more than one candidate 
for the same office shall come from the same 
section of the United States. 

See. 2. In the third year following the adjourn- 
ment of each Congress and at least three months 
before the meeting of the next Congress, the Presi- 
dent shall, by the instruction of the Executive Com- 
mittee, announce the time and place of the meet- 


ing of the next Congress and at the .same time 
issue a writ of election to each society in good 
standing, naming the day on which the election is 
to be held and giving a list of the candidates to be 
voted for. 

Sec. 3. The members shall cast their ballots at 
their respective societies, said ballots to be uniform 
in size and substance and furnished to all the 
societies by the Executive Committee. The bal- 
lots shall be counted and placed in an envelope, 
which the President and Secretary of the society 
shall sign and certify, and transit sealed to the 
seat of the Congress, directed to the President of 
the National Federation, through the accredited 
representative of the society. 

Sec. 4. The President of the Congress shall, in 
the presence of the delegates, receive the envelope 
from the representative, open the envelope, announce 
the name of the society and the number of the bal- 
lots cast, and hand the ballots to the chairman of 
the Committee on election. On receiving all the 
ballots, the Committee on election shall proceed to 
count them and put the results in the hand of 
the President wbo shall announce them. 

Sec. 5. The person receiving the greatest num- 
ber of popular votes, shall be the President, if 
such number be a majority of the whole numlicr 
of votes cast, and if there be more than one who 
have such majority and have an equal number of 
votes, then the delegates, each casting one vote, 
shall immediately choose by ballot one of them 
for president, and if no person have a majority, 
then from the two highest on the list, the dele- 
gates shall in like manner choose the President. If 
a tie occurs at this stage, the President shall have 
the deciding vote. 

Sec. 6. The candidates for the Vice-President. 
Secretary and Treasurer shall be chosen in the 
same manner as the president. 

Sec. 7. The members of the Executive Com- 
mittee, the four officers of the National Federa- 
tion excepted, shall be chosen by the delegates in 
Congress assembled. 

Sec. 8. The chosen officers shall immediately 
take their offices. 

Art. VII. 

Rights and Limitations of the Societies. 

Sec. I. Each society retains its soverignity and 
independence, and every right that is not by this 
Constitution expressly delegated to the National 
Federation. 

.Sec. 2. No society without the consent of the 
National Federation, shall enter into any conference, 
agreement, or alliance with any foreign society. 

Sec. 3. No two societies shall enter into any 
confederation or alliance whatever between them 
with a view to forming a new Federation, without 
the consent of the Congress, specifying the purpose 
for which the alliance is entered into, provided 
that this law shall not apply to the confederations 
or alliances for fraternal or benevolent purposes 
which shall have been in existence before the or- 
ganization of the National Federation and the rights 
of which to conduct their own business shall not be 
called in question. Two societies or more of the 
same state shall, however, have the right to con- 
solidate into one society, provided they notify the 
Executive Committee of the consolidation, at least 
thirty days before the issuance of the writ of elec- 
tion. 

Sec. 4. No .society can join the N.ational Fed- 
eration. unless it has, at least, ten members and has 
been in existence at least one year before the 
is.suance of the writ of election, and its object is 
beneficial. Any society dividing itself into two or 
more societies, shall be governed by this section. 

Sec. 5. society applying for membershii> shall 
fill an application blank furnished by the Executive 
Committee, and, which application shall contain an 
affadavit giving the number of active members 
in good standing and such other information as 
the Executive Committee shall desire, .-K majori- 
ty of the Committee concurring, the society shall 
be admitted to membership, on paying in advance 
the tax of the current year, 


Sec. 6. Each societ}', at the time it transits its 
electoral vote to the Congress, shall accompany it 
with a sworn statement giving the number of its 
active members in good standing and stating wheth- 
er any of the members is also a member of another 
society. 

Sec. 7. No writ of election will be issued to a 
society that is in arrears. 

Sec. 8. A society shall have the right to with- 
draw from the Federation at any time, provided 
it is not in arrears. 

Sec. 9. A society not jiaying the tax for three 
successive years, shall be deemed to have forfeited 
its membership. 

Sec. 10. A society ceasing from any cause to 
be a member of the National Federation, shall for- 
feit, ipso facto, all right and title to the property 
funds and assets of the National Federation and 
every part thereof. 

Art. VIII. — Expenses. 

Sec. I. All expenses that shall be incurred for 
the general welfare and allow'ed by the National 
Federation in Congress assembled, shall be defray- 
ed out of a common treasury, which will be sup- 
plied by the several societies by means of a per 
capita ta.xation which shall be estimated according 
to such mode as the Congress shall from time to 
time appoint, each member of the societies being 
taxed at so much per head. 

Sec. 2. The taxes for paying its allotted propor- 
tion. shall be paid by each society within the time 
agreed upon in that Congress. 

Art. IX. — Amendments. 

Sec. I. Amendments of the Constitution and By- 
laws shall be submitted at any Congress and voted 
upon at the next general election. 

Sec. 2. Two-thirds of the popular vote shall be 
required for the adoption of any amendment. 

.Art. X. — Strictly Non-Sectarian. 

Sec. 1. No demonstration on behalf of any re- 
ligious object shall ever be made by the National 
Federation. 

Art. XI. — Term Defi.vitions. 

Sec. I. The term deaf-mute shall be used in its 
sense defined by the standard dictionaries, and. be- 
ing recognized as such by courts, shall be given 
the preference in all legal papers, but where the 
term deaf is used, it shall mean : 

(l.) The persons who, through defect of hear- 
ing. were educated in jiarticular scho<.)ls. by parti- 
cular methods. 

(2.) The persons who. for like reason and in 
like manner, were educated at home. 

(3.) The persons who were deprived of their 
hearing later in life but who. through association 
with the deaf-mutes, have acquired a sufficient 
knowledge of their modes of communication. 

•Art. XII. — Time of Taking Effect. 

Sec. I. This Constitution shall take effect im- 
mediately. 


Mr. Porter holds up his hand and says that the 
article is already too long for his magazine. So I 
will stop now, and take up the thread again in the 
May number. 

The article that you have just been reading, is 
about the Constitution of the Federation. 

Next month 1 will tell you about the By-Lazos. 

Dougla.s Tiluen. 

Very Proud of It 

The deaf out here are very proud of the Worker 
and speak of it in the most complimentary terms. 

Rocky Ford. Colo. T. Y. Northern. 

Clara Breese, of Eatontown, N. J., spent a fort- 
night with Edna Van Wagoner, of Montclair. 
Lillian Shaw paid them a two-days’ visit. She is 
studying w’ater-color painting under a special tutor 
and later expects to sell her work, 

Mr. Alexander Pach. of New York city, 
was accorded the privilege of photograjihing 
Secretary Taft. Gov. Fort and Baron Takahira 
at the New Jersey State House, on the 23rd 
in St. 
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Editorial 

Spring is here. Spring fever too. Don't catch it. 
Keep the crop of applications moving. 

Get accustomed to the automobile and learn to 
dodge it ; it is a permanent institution. 


In going after new members n.se the financial 
reports of this Department for campaign literature. 


Don't e.xpect this Department to do all the work 
of building up; get busy yourselves, every man of 
you. 


Let us have faith that right makes might ; and 
in that faith let us dare to do our duty as we 
can understand it. — Lincoln, 

The only thing needed to make the X. F. S. D. 



JOHN J.\COB FREDERICK 
Treasurer of Louisville Division 


the greatest organization of the deaf ever established 
is to get every member, to work for its increase in 
membership. 


The- Treasurer's report in this issue shows $255 
paid for sick and accident claims during February, 
and is the record for any one month since the 
Society was organized. 


You can prove to your friend “on the fence'’ that 
the Society is doing good all along the line by 
calling his attention to the financial reports, in this 
Department, if nothing else. 


It will be remembered that the parrot, after its 
discussion with the monkey, made the remark: “I 
know what's the matter with me ; 1 talk too much.” 
There are other bipeds besides Polly that talk too 
much, but they don't know it. — Ex. 


It speaks volumes for the California deaf to have 
them return part of the contrihutions made by our 
members to the earthiiuake sufferers, showing as it 
docs their ability to recover from the mishaps 
Xatiirc imposed upon them. They can also have the 
satisfaction of knowing that the money they have 
retiirncd w'ill become the neuclus of a fund, as will 
be seen elsewhere in this Department, that will 


perhaps be used in just as good a cause somewhere 
else at some later day. 

The ways of some of the enemies of the Society 
would entitle them to prizes in any contest for the 
honor (?) of being the “meanest men on earth.” 
Here are a couple of samples ; 

The young boys at one of our state schools are 
told by some of their teachers that to be a mem- 
ber of the N. F. S. D. is also to be a liar, a thief 
or a fool. 

The anonjTiious letter fiend, that miserable cow- 
ard who dares not father what he writes, writes 
to one of the classes at Gallaudet College to the 
effect that he is an alumnus of the College and de- 
sires to warn the boys against their ever thinking of 
becoming members of the N. F. S. D., that the 
officers are a set of men of the same description 
given in the foregoing paragraph, and the members 
of a low order of intelligence, etc., etc. 

It 15 our intention to ignore both of these attacks, 
they being but a repetition of others which have been 
aimed our way in the past, but we wish to reach 
the writer of the letter through this column if pos- 
sible and go on record for his benefit, and for those 
who received the letter, by saying that we do not 
believe any alumnus of Gallaudet would write such 
a communication. Were it not for the fact that the 
letter in question went through the hands of most 
of the male students at the College before it was 
kindly submitted to us we would pay no attention to- 
it and consign it to its proper hole — the waste bas- 
ket. -Vs it went so far it seems to us to be but fair 
to the alumni in general to let them have an inkling 
of how some scoundrels try to disguise themselves. 

Attempting to raise “class prejudices” seems to be 
the main object in the letter to the college boys, 
hut we are obliged to “hold up our hands” in the 
first mentioned “sample” as being beyond us. 

Applications for Membership 

(L’p to and including March 14. 1908.) 

William T. Rose, (Datton) . . . .■ .Dayton, O. 

John G. Miller, (Dayton) Tippecanoe City, O. 

Harry G. Hartley, ( Dayton) .... Tippecanoe City, O. 

William E. Xorton, (Chicago) Ottawa, 111 , 

Joseph A, Lampron, (Nashua) Nashua, N. H. 

John J. McCarthy, (Evansville) Loogootee, Ind. 

Charles Mock, (Evansville) Muncie, Ind. 


Official Notices 

Mr. d'Estrella, of Berkeley, Cal., who had charge 
of the $107 raised by the members of the Society 
for the relief of the deaf sufferers of the San 
Francisco earthquake, has returned to President 
Kleinhans the unexpended balance left in his hands 
amounting to $20.55, with the statement that no 
further need of the money is to be found and 
thanking the Society in the name of the California 
deaf for the contribution. 

The Executive Committee at headquarters has 
deposited this $20.55, together with a balance of 
50 cents which was in the Treasurer’s hands, 
making $21.05 'o ail. >n a bank to the credit of 
a “special relief fund,” the purpose of which will 
be discussed later. 

Division Treasurers must preserve the due-book 
stubs which they detach and submit same to the 
Division Trustees for checking their due ledgers 
and statements each month. They also will see 
that their remittances to the Financial Secretary 
reach him before the 25th. 
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Mr. and Mrs. William H. Garwood, whose ad- 
dress is Rural Route Xo. 7, Box 58. La Porte, 
Inti., offer a good home to a young woman who 
is willing to help with the housework. 

In the Fehruary issue’s list of Division officers 
mistakes were made as to those of Olathe Division. 
The correct list is as follows : President, E. H. 
Mcllvain; Vice-President. P. W. Haner ; Secretary, 
S. H. Lantz; Treasurer, G. W. Anderson; Direc- 
tor, J. A. Key ; Sergeant, Alex, Benoit. 

John J. Frederick. Treasurer of Louisville Divi- 
sion, w^hose portrait is given in this issue, is the 
dean of the Division officers, having held his office 
for eight consecutive terms. Mr. Frederick is a 
graduate of the old Broad street school at Phila- 
delphia and Editor Walker of the Silent Wokkeh 
was his teacher for six years. 

Columbus Division combines business with pleas- 
ure we see by the Columbus letters in the Ohio 
Chronicle. It holds its meetings at the homes of 
the members and the hausfrau sees that the inner- 
man is refreshed after the strenuous e.xertions 
in the sacred precincts of the lodge room, and a 
general social time provided. 

Your attention is called to Mr. Gibson’s adver- 
tisement in our adverising pages. 

Milwaukee Division had a “hard-times” party 
February 22nd. Messrs. Fred Gierloff and Henry 
Knoblock captured the prizes for the best cos- 
tumes repre.senting the period in question. 

Milwaukee Division has moved into a new hall 
and now hold,= its meetings at 274 Third street, 
on the first Saturdays of the month. 

Eugene Jasinski. of Chicago, was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Jenkins on February 17. 

Cincinnati Division celebrated its second an- 
niversary February 22 and the Division gave its 
guests a royal gwd time. Among the visiting Frats 
jiresent were the Rev. Mr. Michaels, of Little 
Rock, and Henry Mundary. of Dayton. 

■■Mfred F. Wood, for many years a teacher at 
the Alabama school, is now making his home in 
Cincinnati. 

Mathias Buck, of .Madison. Ind.. is now located 
in Cincinnati and Guy Hoagland, also of .Madison, 
in Indianapolis. 

.\rthur Carpenter, of Joliet, 111 ., is now located 
at Paxtion, 111 . 

Charles F. Pence, of Momencc. Ill,, writes that 
he is now located at Tamarack, Minn., being em- 
ployed in the lumber camps there, and if he can 
secure a good farm he will move his family and 
make it his permanent home. 

( For Financial Reports see nex t page . ) 


N.'\SHU.^ (N. H.) DIVSION NO. 7, N. F. S. D. 


Standing, from left to j /? A/. - Philip Beaiisolcil, Eugene Mouselte, Zephrira Cote. Win. Deering. 
Felix Therriault, John Shea. Sitting, from left to right.— PsWsert F. Sanford, .Albert W. Chapman, 
Wm. E. While, Mitchell .Swett, Daniel Shea.' Absent members not in group: Wardman. 
James T. Pierce, Edward Smith, Fred G. Packard. 


Every member should particularly note .Article 
XI of the By-Laws and understand that no bene- 
fit claims will be approved by the Claims Com- 
mittee which are not strictly within these rules. 

The Society has no “traveling cards,” but the 
due-books of the members are recognized every- 
where as entitling any member to visit Divisions 
other than their own w-hen their books show them 
to be in good standing and they possess the proper 
password. 

After this month (March) the badges supplied 
to new members will contain the letter “N” (N. F. 
S. D.) and if any of the old members wish to have 
the new style they mat' write the Corresponding 
Secretary regarding same, the price being 50 cents. 

The various Division Seeretaries have been sup- 
plied w'ith copies of the newly printed Con.stitu- 
tion and By-La w's and any member who has not 
received his should get it from his Secretary. 


Division Notes ant Personals 

The members of the Flint Division, with friends to 
the number of thirty', enjoyed a sleigh ride the 
evening of February 29th, to the hospital home of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Snell who reside out in the 
country. The evening w'as spent in game.'; and 
prizes awarded, after which a bountiful supper 
W'as served. The return trip was made in a storm 
of fine hail :md the party was ol.iligcd to stop 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Reasner, two miles 
from Flint, to warm up. Home was reacheil in 
the early hours of the morning — a tired but hajipy 
crow'd. 

'I'he Rev. l\lr. Michaels, of Little Ruck, has been 
a visitor at several of our division cities, lecturing 
at each place, during the past two months, among 
them Evansville, Louisville, Cincinnati, Xashville, 
etc. The Michigan Divisions and Milwaukee and 
Chicago are expecting him during March and ,\pril. 

Mr. Michael's lectures and readings are much 
enjoyed by the Frats and their friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Tipton, of Coal City. 
Ind.. received a most welcome Christmas present 
in the shape of a son and heir. We suppose this 
accounts for the disappearance of Mr. Tipton's con- 
tributions to the WoKKEH. 

Mr, and Mrs. K. E. Taylor, of Terre Haute, 
Ind., entertained on Washington's birthday the fol- 
lowing Frats and ladies: Messrs. Hall, Finley, 
Williams, Duttell and Tiffec, of Brazil; Ray. Morris 
and Breysacher. of Terre Haute. Mrs. Taylor 
demonstrated her skill at the compounding of chop 


suey. The Same party will be entertained in Brazil 
April 4 at the home of Mr. Tiffee. 

Daniel Murphy, of Bay City, Mich., who is a 
department foreman at a shade roller factory in 
that city, recently had his hand crushed while at 
his work, but has about recovered from the ac- 
cident at this writing. 

Commenting on the lecture given before Evans- 
ville Division last month one of the Evansville 
papers says; “It is not considered good form for 
an orator to u.se his hands too .strenuously, but 
there was nothing else for the Rev. J. W. Michaels, 
of Little Rock, .^rk.. to do at his lecture.” Another 
paper had it this way: — “If you were never able to 
hear any more at church or at a lecture than the 
unfortunate man. who sits back of an array of 
feathers and false hair, sees of the preacher 
ivouldn’t it please you to know that somebody is 
coming to town who could make you hear what 
he says ?” 

There arc jirospects for the estaldishing of new 
Divisions in the vicinity of La Salle, 111 ., and of 
Brazil and Terre Haute, Ind. 


PHOTO BV i.CON 4 LAINCOft. 
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Financial Secretary’s Report 

From February i to 29, 1908. 


receipts. 

Chicago Division $ 87.85 

Detroit Division 31-35 

Saginaw Division 10.45 

Louisville Division .37- 10 

Little Rock Division; 28.55 

Nashua Division 21.85 

Dayton Division .32.15 

Lay City Division 5 -50 

Cincinnati Division 20.50 

Evansville Division 32.5® 

Nashville Division 18.70 

Springfield Division 4.40 

Olathe Division 13-75 

Flint Division 12.50 

Toledo Division 9-90 

Milwaukee Division 13-75 

Columbus Division 3.85 

Michigan City Division i.io 


Total Receipts $385-75 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Forwarded to Treasurer Barrow $385.75 


Trustees’ Note: This $385.75 was forwarded 
to the Treasurer February 28, but not received 
by him until March 2. 


Treasurer’s Report 

From February 1 to 29, 1908. 


B.JiL.^NCES. 

From Last Statement $3,376.01 

* DISBURSEMENTS. 

Sick and Accident Benefits — 

O. B. Anderson, (Cincinnati) $ 5-00 

Walter Dowe, (Milwaukee) 10.00 

Edward Smith, (Nashua) 10.00 

.\lfred B. C. Quinn, (Dayton) 20.00 

Joseph Fisher, (Cincinnati) 5.00 

Roy O. Grimse, (Chicago) 10.00 

Henry J. Samson, (Chicago) 40.00 

Arthur Gersch, (Chicago) 5.00 

J. F. Reinhardt, (Springfield) 5.00 

Sol H. Lantz, (Olathe) 15.00 

J. A. Key, (Olathe) 5.00 

Joseph Boston, (Olathe) 40.00 

C. E. Clarke, (Olathe) 30.00 

Herbert Brevvsaugh, (Olathe) 10.00 

C. yi. Sadofsky, (Detroit) 10.00 

Sherby Bullard, (Detroit) 10.00 

Rufus Parker, (Nashville) lo.oo 

E. F. Castle. (Little Rock) 10.00 

Daniel Murphy, (Bay City) 5.00 

Salaries, J. J. Kleinhans -.. 12.30 

“ R. L’H. Long 12.50 

“ A. M. Martin 12.50 

“ Washington Barrow 12.50 

“ F. P. Gibson 15.50 

Office Expenses, Supplies, etc 7.80 

Financial Secretary’s Expenses 4.35 

President's Expenses i.oo 

Treasurer’s Expenses 50 

T rustees’ Expenses 1.75 

Organizer’s Exp., F. W. Sibitzky 4.00 

“ “ T. McGinness 2.00 

“ “ F. K. T. Lee 2.00 

“ " J. T. Warren 2.00 

The Silent Worker 26.65 

Office Rent 13 00 

Premium, Treasurer’s Bond 10.00 

Gas 2.21 

Rubber Stamps and Seals 3.95 


Total Disbursements $401.91 

recapitulation. 

Total Balances. (Febraury i) $3,376.01 

Total Disbr.-. sements 401.91 


Total Balances, (Februaryi) $3,376.01 


Trustees' Note: The above balance docs not 
inclinie the February' remittance from the Financial 


Secretary which has to go into the March state- 
ment owing to its late arrival. 


• - , , An Answer and a Criticism 

A copy of the SilEnt Worker for February re- 
cently came into my hands. It contains a notice 
of the new paper “Courage” and a criticism of it, 
which seems to me unjust. May I have a little 
space to answer what you say. 

You express doubt that “Courage” can help the 
deaf, and call the editor’s claim to bring cheer 
and courage to the adult deaf, ridiculous and extra- 
vagant. Is not your criticism founded on the as- 
sumption that “deaf” means deaf-mute? As I un- 
derstand it “Courage” does not make its appeal to 
deaf-mutes, and has no message for them except 
very indirectly. It is addressed to those who have 
become deaf late in life, or perhaps only hard of 
hearing. I can answ'er your doubt very positively 
that it does help those and does bring cheer and 
courage to them. That loose use of the word “deaf” 
is at the bottom of an enormous amount of misun- 
derstanding in regard to the state of being deaf ; and 
has divided those who wish to befriend little deaf 
children into hostile camps. 

When we say a man is blind we mean he can 
not see, not that his eye-sight is so poor that he 
must use glasses. But a man is deaf if he must 
carrj' an ear trumpet or any visible device to assist 
his hearing. 

And the being born deaf, or becoming so early 
in life, and being educated in that state and with 
others like him, so that his early friendships are 
among deaf-mutes, is one thing. To have heard 
until he is thirty or over, and has formed his as- 
sociation among the hearing, and then to become 
deaf, is quite a different matter — a state of pur- 
gatory, which, as nearly as I can make out, is as 
utterly incomprehensible to deaf-mutes as it is to 
the hearing. 

You say there is nothing which gives such cour- 
age to the deaf as a knowledge of the sign-language 
and the manual alphabet. Here is one ease ; A 
man became stone deaf at the age of about eighteen. 
He learned the manual alphabet, so did two or 
three members of his family. Occasionally he came 
across someone else who knew it, usually he had 
to depend on writing. Every hour of the day, ex- 
cept when he was alone, he was at a disadvantage. 
He went to work and learned lip-reading. It was 
not easy, it never is except for those wonderful 
creatures one sometimes conies across in news- 
paper stories. It meant hard work and lots of it, 
but if you doubt whether it pays, ask him. Now 
he goes everywhere socially and in a business way, 
most people he meets never discover he is deaf. Oc- 
casionally he encounters some one whom he can 
not understand, and is obliged to resort to writing, 
but now that is the exception instead of the rule. 

Here is another case : A man began to be deaf 
at about thirty. The trouble gradually grew worse. 
.\t first it did not matter much, then he used a 
trumpet, then a stronger one. He never learned lip- 
reading. Now he is an old man and the trumpet is 
of little use. Supposing at some point in the game 
he had learned the manual alphabet. In all his 
social and family and business life he has never 
been thrown with a single person who could talk 
with the hands. You say there are plenty. Doubt- 
less. But after one gets to be fifty or over, to 
pull up stakes and make an entirely new social 
environment, is not easy. For most of us it seems 
more inviting to step aside and get along without 
social life, as more than one adult deaf person I 
have known has done. 

You say the deaf who have amounted to some- 
thing have been manually taught, and not orally. 
Please remember the oral methoci is more recent 
than the manual. People taught orally thirty-five 
years ago were taught when the oral method was 
in its first experimental sage. We will know better 
what the oral method can do thirty-five years from 
now. 

In educating all hearing children by one method 


there is an enormous amount of wasted effort try- 
ing to get square pegs into round holes. But this 
cruelty and injustice to hearing children is nothing 
compared to that of lumping all deaf children to- 
gether and saying they shall all be taught orally, 
or all manually. The deaf children have all the 
differences w'hich hearing children have heredity, 
temperament, environment, mental capacity, physi- 
que, — plus a lot of their own. The children born 
deaf, or becoming totally deaf before one year of 
age, present one problem, or one set of problems. 
The children who have heard and received some 
mental impression of sound but not learned to talk 
before becoming deaf, are somewhat different. 
Those who have learned to talk before becoming deaf 
are an altogether different case. Those who heard 
and went to school with hearing children until ten 
or twelve years of age should never be treated like 
any of the others. And then there are those who- 
have some degree of hearing — sometimes very little, 
sometimes a good deal. 

The subject can not be disposed of so easily as 
to say “deaf children should all be taught orally,” 
or “deaf children should all be taught manually,” 
injustice and cruelity lies either way. 

Please forgive me if I seem severe. I have seen 
so much of the subject both with children and' 
adults that I feel strongly. 

Mary Davis Jones. 


Lanc&ster Pointers 

The lecture given by Mr. Robert M. Zeigler, of 
Philadelphia, in St. James’ Parish House for the 
benefit of the Home for aged Deaf at Doylestown, 
was not a very great success owning to poor man- 
agement. Only a little over a dollar was left after 
paying Mr. Zeigler’s expenses. The lecture itself 
was a good one and deserved to have been more 
largely attended. 

Mrs. Lydia Kauffman expects to enter a hospital 
at Lancaster this month to undergo an operation. 
She will take her youngest child with her, leaving 
the two oldest girls under the care of Miss Mattie 
Rohrer. 

Anna M. Brunner, who for several years past has 
been boarding on the farm of Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Purvis, will go to New York in May to help her 
sister keep house for an unmarried brother who is 
a type-writer there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Purvis, Mrs. Musser, Anna Brun- 
ner and Gertrude M. Downey went to Landis Valley 
on the 15th inst., to attend the funeral of Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Hess, an aunt of Mrs. Purvis. 

Mrs. Kate Hoopes was at “Archdale Farm” a few 
days lately, doing some sewing for Mrs. Purvis. 
She still works in the candy factory, but times here 
are very dull just now. 

Miss Gertrude M. Downey, of Yeates’ School, will 
spend part of her Easter holidays at Reading and 
Allentown, the guest of her brother Frank. 

The deaf of Lancaster are beginning to prepare 
for the convention which will meet here in August. 
It is hoped better management and a more success- 
ful affair will be had than the Zeigler lecture turned 
out to be. Harmony is what is needed to make any 
enterprise a success ! G. M. D. 


Great Delight 

We really take great delight in reading your 
paper, and feel that we get a great deal for very 
little. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Chamberlain. 
New York City. 


Always Fine 

Enclosed find fifty cents for the Silent Worker to 
be continued. It is always fine. I can not do 
without the good paper. May God bless you. 

Mrs. a. M. Andrews. 

Los Angeles, Cal. 
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{ • mitb Our exchanges •'l 

I Conducted by R. B. Li.oyd. | 

^ r 

Of the man5' fine school buildings for the education 
of the deaf in the United States, it would appear from the 
twenty-first biennial report just received from Dr. Do- 
byns that Mississippi has about the finest and most com- 
plete. — Silent Echo. 

The Mt. Airv School is raisings iiioiiej' to erect 
a flag-staff on the grounds The New Jersey 
school has one of the tallest staffs in the State. It 
was formerly 140 feet high, but a blizzard broke 
off about 25 feet of the top a few years ago. 

Our friend, Mr. G. W. Veditz, formerly of the 
Colorado School, is now engaged in poultry rais- 
ing, and the}' say he makes more money than he 
did at leaching. 

Moral — If you can’t get enough money by tea- 
ching, go to raising poultry. 

Quoting from a Spani.sh magazine, a German contem- 
porary .states that in Spain the care of deaf-mutes is in a 
deplorable condition, only 400 out of 10,000 receiving In- 
struction, the rest being left in complete idiocy. Xever- 
theless, it was a Spanish Benedictine monk, Pedro Ponce 
de I.,eon, who died in 1584, who first successfully taught 
deaf-mutes, and his successor, Juan Pablo Bonet, pub- 
lished the first book on the subject in Philadel- 

phia Record. 

The Century Magazine for February has an article by 
Helen Keller on “Sense and Sensibility." The annouce- 
nient is made that a poem from her pen will shortly appear. 
Many writers deaf from infancy have attempted versifi- 
cation, but as the art depends so largely on a fine “ear" 
for rythm it cannot be said that any of them have been 
entirely successful. It will be intere.sting to .see wh.at the 
outcome of this gifted deaf blind girl's efforts will be.. 
— The Kentucky Standard. 

John Goldfrey died at his home in Auburn, X. Y., Feb. 
29. The cause of his death was pneumonia from bron- 
chitis. He was bom in Broadalbin, Fulton Co., N. Y., on 
the iith of January, 1822. 

Hon. William H. Seward sent Mr. Goldfrey to the Deaf- 
Mute Institution at .50th Street in old Xew York City, in 
1840. He left school in 1846— sixtv'-two years ago. He 
was married to Miss Kliza Martin at Albany N. Y.. on 
the fifth of January, Deaf-Mutes' Journal . 

The eldest child of the Khedive of Plgypt, Prince.sa Hm- 
ina, now in her i.tth year, is deaf and dumb, and afflicted 
with a spinal complaint which makes it impossible for her 
to walk without support. She is a beautiful girl, and as 
the Egyptian climate is considered too relaxing for her 
she lives in the lovely island of Rhodes where the Khe- 
dive has great estates. She occupies a beautiful palace 
surrounded by every luxury, and is visited several 
times during the year by her parents. Her mother was 
originally a slave in the Khedive's 'SiAk&ce..— R.xchange. 

The members of the investigating committee \-isited 
the Illinois School for the Deaf and they declared it to 
be the best conducted state institution that they visited 
on their trip. 

“It is a motlel institution. The school is well arranged, 
the pupils are neat, well taught and apparently as happy 
as children could be." declared representative Hope. 

‘ Superintendent Charles Gillett is a good man. His 
father was superintendent before him. He was born at 
the school and thoroughly understands its needs. There 

is nothing at the school which needs investigation." 

The Record-Herald. 

A man \vho is eniployed by a Chicago Gas Company to 
collect bills of delinquent patrons and shut off the gas if 
the pay is not forthcoming on demands, was asked by a 
friend. Do you find any deaf-mute patrons in your district 
who are poor pay, shook his head and answered, “They 
are honest. We do not have to run after them to make 
them pay." 

'The deaf citizens of Chicago, are to be congratulated for 
being worthy of such an endorsement by a business man 
who has to deal with all classes of people and is forced 
to form an opinion of their business principles.— 

Fuller p'ischer in Illinois Advance. 

During the late big snow storms the pomLs of interest 
for our indoor folks at about 8.30 each morning were tlie 
front windows where they could watch the non-resident 
teachers on their way to school, w-ading through the snow- 
drifts on the front grounds, the ladies by conveyance with 
the morning mail and the gentlemen on foot. While the 
roads were bad. Dr. Coughlin kindly sent out an extra 
team for the gentlemen both morning and afternoon. A 
long struggle with the elements along the exposed bav 
road from the city knocks a great deal of the teacher’s 
energy out of him for that day and the extra conveyance 
was much appreciated. — TAc Canadian Mute. 

Governor Willson announced the appointment of an al- 
timnus of this school, Mr, Robert H. King, of Lexington, 
as a member of the Board of Commissioners of the 
School, to serve six years. The appointment was made 
at the request of the President of the Alumni As.sociation 
and this recognition on the part of the Governor is appre- 
ciated by every alumnus of the School. 

This is the first instance of which we have knowledge in 
which such recognition of the graduates of an .\merican 
school for the deaf has been secured, though manv 
attempts have been made by alumni associations in 
various states to obtain it. 


The Deaf of Kentucky are gratified that their State 
Association has been the first to break down the barrier. 
Mr. King is a graduate of this .school, and for many years 
has been a leading insurance man in I.,exington.— Tyre 
Kentucky Standard. 

Perhaps the most successful deaf ball player this coun" 
try ever produced was Mr. W. E. Hoy. now retired and 
living on a small farm near Cincinnati. He was not only 
successful as a player but successful financially, as he suc- 
ceeded in saving a fortune out of his salary. He had 
none of the expensive habits common witli most ball 
players, did not use liquor or tobacco, and that was prob- 
ably the secret of his saving. Mr, Hoy-’s place is called 
“Clover Nook," and was made famous by the Carey 
.sisters, containing the site of the log cabin in which the 
famous sisters w-ere bom and of the 'old oaken bucket 
well.” The “Carey Oak," supposed to be 200 years old, 
still stands at the front gate, and the barn which Robeit 
Carey built is still in good condition, the outside having 
been made over. Mr. Hoy makes a sjieciality of raising 
chickens and has at present about 590 white Plymouth 
Rocks. He is married and has two bright children, aged 
five and one. It is .said he holds his age well and is tak- 
ing life easy after his strenuous w-ork for many years in 
the center garden for the old White ,Sox ivAm.— Illinois 
Advance. 

The Maryland Bulletin of January 29th gave room (not 
vouching, however, as to its accuracy.) to an item from 
the pen of some reporter, headed “A Second Helen 
Keller” This went on to say there was a blind girl who 
graduated from one of the Chicago High Schools last vear, 
and represented the “latest achievement of the enlightened 
blind;" that she led a class of seventy- in her .scholarship 
that besides speaking three modern languages, she was a 
a student of both Latin and Greek, had written essays on 
Herbert Spencer’s works, was ati fait in all hou.sekeep- 
ing duties and was accomplished in' other lines. 

Thinking that there might possibly be some error in the 
description, the editor of the Star wrote to head- 
quarters to find out whether the person in question was 
- deaf as well as blind, so that the caption of the article, re- 
ferring to her as a second Helen Keller, could he correct. 
The answer which came promptly was that there was no 
truth in the article except that 'she was blind, and was 
graduated from one of the Chicago High Schools. She 
was not deaf. 

“ Thus endeth the second lesson.” — Kansas .Star. 

The bugaboo of legislation to prohibit marriages be- 
tween the deaf and dumb has vanished, like Banquo’s 
ghost into thin air. Since the Xorfolk Convention many 
of the deaf, and some of their hearing friends, have had the 
“hammer” out for Dr. ..Alexander Graham Bell, who was 
represented (or rather misrepresented) as the instigator 
of the plan to invoke legislation that would compel deaf- 
mutes to lives of celibacy. 

The Committee on Eugenics, appointed bv President 
Veditz of the Xationl Association, for some time has been 
planning and framing methods to annul the alleged ne- 
farious work that Dr. Bell and his colleagues were active- 
ly engaged in. 

It has now Ireen made clear that Dr. Bell 1ms no connec- 
tion with the Committee on Eugenics, and has always de- 
precated any legislative interference with marriages of the' 
deaf. The head of this Committee is Dr. Jordan, and his 
attention was called to the indignation and agitation 
among the deaf, in anticaption of the attempt to restrict 
their individual liberty. Dr. Jordan writes that he has 
never recommended and has no idea of recommending, any 
legislation that shall aim either to regulate or prohibit 
intermarriage among deaf-mutes. \Ve are not going back 
to the code of Justinian, in the.se present days of general 
enligtenment and in this country of liberty and eqiialitv 
for all, — Deaf-Mutes' Journal , 

The hard times prevailing in manv of the states, espe- 
cially in the large cities, has turned liianv men out of em- 
ployment. Among those affected are a great many- 
deaf w-orkers. who up to the present time had been en- 
gaged steadily. Whatever the causes, the fact is strongly- 
impressed upon us of the great desirability- of many locat- 
ing on small fa'-m.s of their own. 

For those with good constitution and liitle cash, we 
would suggest pioneer work on a comer section in North 
Dakota. Most all claims consist of very rich soil suitable 
for nearly all purposes. By proper cultivation and hard 
work, the whole 160 acres can be made to pav for itself in 
three years. Of course on a claim in w-inter hardships 
must be encountered, but the ultimate result of this pri- 
vation is refleeted in the person financiallv, morally, etc. 
There are thousands of acres of prairie land up here, rich 
and capable of producing almost any kind of crop! and 
that will assure any- w'illing worker large returns for his 
toil. So we say to the intelligent, capable deaf man of 
small means, w-ho has been under the citv yoke the.se 
years, file on a quarter .section of land uu here right now 
In a few years all the available land will have been 
claimed and to buy- a farm w-ould neces.sarilv entail a large 
outlay of money, whereas, at the present time 160 acres 
can be had for almost asking. So get in and dig! We 
are not booming North Dakota. The foregoing is a fact 
and we don’t like to .see a good thing pass without giving 
our friends a chance.— Cf>Hrfe«.terf from The X. Dakota 
Banner. 

In khc Saturday Event ng Post ai Pchnmry 15, Senator 
Stew-art of Nevada relates some of his personal experiences 
w-ith President Johnson and in one of them pavs this high 
compliment to the ability of a deaf-mute in 'the govern- 
ment .service, doubtle-^s Mr. Parkinson of Chicago: 

"I never spoke to Mr. Johnson after that deception but 
once. In 1875 I retired from the Senate, and soon after 
Johnson w-as elected Senator from Tennessee. While 1 
was in the Senate I paid .several visits to the Deaf and 
Dumb .\sy-lum, and found there a boy of great brightness. 

1 secured for him a clerkship in the Patent Office, On a 
visit to Washington, later, I went to the Patent Office to 
see the boy. 1 talked with the Commissioner and learned 
that he was one of the most efficent clerks in the bureau 
and that he deserved promotion. 

‘ I went to the Secretary- of the Interior and asked for 


his advancement. While I w-as pleading his cause .An 
drew- Johnson was sitting liehind me. I did not know- he 
w-as there until he spoke up. He .said: 

'Being deaf and dumb is no reason for promotion. 
God Almighty- knows how to mark men.’ 

“I lost my temper and cam* very near losing my senses. 
I sprang at Johnson, intending to make an impre.s.sion on 
his flesh, if no impression could be made upon his sense 
of right and w-rong. He jumped behind the .Secretaiy-, 
and four or five clerks rushed up and got between us. He 
went out of the room w ith as little delay as possible. 

“The w-orld will never know the extent of the misfor- 
tune to the people of the United States, particularly to the 
South, sustained by the substitution of .Andrew- Johnson 
for Abraham Lincoln. I voted to impeach him. and I 
would do it ?ega\n."~Oscar H. Regen.shu rg , in The Deaf 
American . 

Not long ago a boy in an Indiana tow-n w-as struck and 
killed by- a railw-ay train. The parents of the b<iy- sued the 
company for damages and the jury aw-arded them S589.99. 
A number of newspapers throughout the country immedi- 
ately asked the question. “What is a hoy worth?'^’ 

Of course no sum of money, however large, could com- 
pensate the parents for the loss of their son. This boy 
had, however, as every boy- and girl in the country has, 
a commercial value to the nation. Each boy- or girl dur- 
his or her life w-ill earn money, or in some way, bv use of 
time and energy, add to the w-ealth of the nation.' To in- 
crease this pow-er to add to the wealth of the nation the 
country- spends millions of dollars each vear to educate 
Its coming citizens. 

So w-e might v-ary the question of the newspapers and 
ask, AA hat is the boy’s time in .school worth in dollars 
and cents?" _ One way to estimate the commercial value 
of an education is to subtract the earnings for life of the 
educated man. The difference w-ill give you approxim- 
ately- the value to the boy- and to the community of his 
school days. 

N. C. Schaeffer, Superintendent of Public Instruction in 
Pennsylvania, has made an interesting calculation along 
this line, the substance of w-hich is as follows: The 
average earnings of an uneducated man are about Si. .so a 
day. He w-orks about 300 days in a year, and continues 
this process for abont fortv vears. His life earnings w-ill 
therefore be $1.50 x 300 x 40. 'orSi8,ooo. 

The salaries of educated men vary much more than do 
those of uneducated, but if you should strike an average 
of the earnings of educated men, beginning w-ith the pre- 
sident of the United States, officials of insurance com- 
panies. of railroads and corporations running down the 
scale until y-ou come to the lower .salaried men, the aver- 
age earnings would prove to be Si ,000 a year. For forty 
years $40,000 would be the average earnings of an edu- 
cated man. 

Subtract $18,000 from $40,000 and the difference, $22,000. 
represents the approximate value of a bov s time spent iri 
school, getting an education. 

The average time it takes a boy- or girl to get a giaid 
education is said to be about eleven y-ears. The average 
number of days spent in school each y-ear is about 
200. In eleven years of schixil life there are, there- 
fore, 2.200 day.s. Dividing $22,000 the value of an educa- 
tion to a boy, by 2. 200 gives the average value of a dav in 
school a.s $10. 

This is figuring only the dollars and cents side of the 
question, and saying nothing about the other and greater 
values of an education.— The Liitle Chronicle 

Some amusing not to say surprising things occur in the 
class rooms, when visitors are admitted to the .school. In 
the case of many visitors it is the first time they have 
seen so called deaf and dumb children and they 'do not 
know- what to expect. Some persons evidently look for 
some abnormality of bod v and mind w hich will mark them 
on sight, as distinct from other people. 

The following incidents are within our own experience- 
Tw-o young w-omen visiting the capital of a western 
state and .seeing the sights, called at the state schixil for 
the deaf, but before venturing in asked. “Will they bite?’’ 
On being assured to the contrary they risked a visit to the 
school rooms, but probablv felt safer when a?ain in the 
street. 

The children, accustomed to the visits of the strangers, 
usually take but a passing interest in them and continue 
their studies uiidistiiibed: but on one occasion wliich w-e 
recall, wlien a company of visitors had shown a more 
marked interest in the personalitv of the pupils than in 
their work, one of the cla.ss said. “This is an animal 
show;” and pointing to one another said "You are an ele- 
phant. You are a tiger. You are a horned horse, etc." 

Another time a visitor said to one of his party w-hile in 
the class room, “JIarv-, see what peculiar ears the deaf 
and dumb have?" This remark w-as probably- due less to 
defective vision on his part than to an exaggerated sense 
of his ow-n wit. 

On another occasion, in the most advanced class a 
visitor was making motions with his arms and fingers to 
one of the pupils, when one of his own partv said to him 
■tjohn, what are yon say-ing?’' 

He replied. “I don't know. They- do." 

The idea that signs could express anv meaning wlitii 
there was no thought behind them was s'ufficently insane. 

People sometimes imagine from the silence of'the deaf 
in company with hearing persons that they- are pliysically 
different- One such said upon witnessing a conipanv, “1 
should know- these children were deaf if I .saw- them'any 
w-here.” The reply- was, "I ha\-e been a teacher of the 
deaf a great many years, hut I cannot distinguish a deaf 
person from a heating one upon sight." 

One other incident. .A man who from his appearance 
wa.s a wide awake business man, was looking cm a class 
busily writing on the black-boards. 

Turning to the attendant he said. “.Are these children 
dumb?’’ “Yes.” was the an.swer. 'They are all deaf and 
dumb. There is not one of them that can hear." Look- 
ing a liniment or two longer, he exclaimed. ‘I tell you 
they are not dumb. They are a.s smart a.s an ybodv." 

While there is an occasional thoughtless and unappre- 
ciative visitor (lent only- on seeing sights, there are very- 
many really interested and sy-mpatlietic ones w ho con- 
sider the educational features of the school and whom we 
are pleased to meet.- -.V(ir?-/(7Hrf Bulletin. 
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vails at this school, and the great possibilities of 
the oral svsteni, as well as some of its limita- 
tions. are honestly and straight-forwardlj- placed 
before visitors. There was absoluteU' no “ side, ” 
and a gratifying absence of tall talk. 

TItere is no compulsory age for admission or 
leaving school. Childrc'i are usualh' admitted 
at about seven years of age, and, as stated liefore, 
they can remain at school longer than our deaf 
children do. Elderly youths in a school of 
5’oung children are by no means an unmixed 
blessing. Until we have separate schools for 
older .scholars, there is a good deal to be said in 
favor of our children leaving school not a day' 
later than they' do at present. 

The girls are said lo find employment after 
leaving school more readily than the boys. They 
are easier to provide with work, there being a 
good demand for needlework, lace-making, etc. 
As in other countries, the boys must needs face 
keen and sustained competition in the industrial 
world. 

It is a great pleasure to acknowledge the ex- 
treme kindness and courtesy of all connected 
with this interesting school, whereby facilities 
were offered enabling me to gain an insight into 
its daily routine, before passing on to other cen- 
tres of activity on behalf of the Deaf. It may be 
possible for me to refer to some of these at a fut- 
ure date. In all the Belgian schools visited, the 
.same kindly feeling was displayed on all sides. 

Severals visits to Belgium have only serv'ed to 
increase my' admiration for the land and its 
people. One scarcely knows which to admire 
most — ^the many good qualities and wholehearted 
courtesy of Monsieur and Madame, or the num- 
erous attractions of their interesting country. 

E. A. Kirk. 
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founded in 1836, containing about too deaf 
boys and an equal number of girls. Could any- 
one interested in the Deaf be aware of this fact, 
and refrain from the po.ssibility' of seeing some- 
thing of tlie good work being done ? A letter of 
enquiry elicited a very kind response, welcoming 
any such proposed intention. The war-path of 
the teacher of the Deaf, when visiting his pro- 
fessional coiieagucs, has always seemed to me to 
be a most pleasant one. 

After some search and delay, the school was 
duly loca ed, the exterior being by no means in- 
viting from a scholastic point of view, though 
the interior arrangements for purposes of instruc- 
tion were of a much more attractive character. 
It is a town school, with all a town school’s 
drawbacks in want of space. Most kindly were 
we received by' the reverend Director, a man of 
fine presence, speaking English readily, of alert 
and exceedingly energetic disposition, yet thor- 
oughly sympaihetic and kindly withal. Under 
the guidance of such a leader, one could not but 
feel that a school must prosper. 

First, we were conducted over the girls’ school, 
seeing the pretty' chapel and passing through 
several corridors made attractive by means of 
creepers and other plants. The girls are taught 
by Sisters of Charity in classes apart from the 
boys, but in the same building. Both here and 
in the boy's’ school the .smaller children appeared 
particularly happy, making the most winning 
endeavors to cultivate acquaintance with visi- 
tors, upon whom the work of the whole school 
could not fail to leave a most gratifying impres- 
sion. 

In the boys’ school, most of the classrooms are 
entered from their playground. As the school 
period appears to be longer than in this country, 
no just comparison of either the educational or 
industrial attainments could well be made be- 
yond the age of 16. In point of equipment, and 
general results of educational effort, our native 
land can more than hold its own up to that age. 

The instruction, orally and by writing, is given 
in both French and Flemish. Children from 
French speaking parts of Belgium are taught in 
French, and tho.se from districts where the Flem- 
ish language predominates are taught Flemish. 
It was curious and interesting to notice one class 
being instructed in French, while another cla.ss 
in the next room are being taught in Flemish. 

Naturally this led one to inquire how a French 
taught child communicated with a Flemi.sh 
taught child out of school hours. The reply was 
that signs (as was to be expected) became the 
chief medium, though, as a rule, the children 
picktd up a good deal of both languages. In 
both schools signs appear to be used without 
restriction out of school and at p ay, .such free- 
dom from restraint no doubt conducing to the 
children’s happiness, no matter what difference 
of opinion may exist regarding their use or 
abu.se. 

I inquired which of the two languages, French 
or Flemish, was considered the more difficult for 
purposes of oral instruction. It was thought 
that the difficulty was about equal. With re- 
gard to Dutch, a Leeds friend, who is married to 
a charming Belgian lady', has since informed me 
that although written Dutch and Flemish cor- 
respond, the sf)oken language differs consider- 
ably, being largely a matter of dialect and locali- 
ty. We are not without similar difficulties in 
country districts. 

All the children at the Bruges school are resi- 
dent. There were 10 or 12 in each class, bright 
and eager to show off their abilities. I had no 
difficulty in communicating with them in various 
ways. The speaking and lip-reading were, on 
the whole, of a pleasing character, particulaily 
in the lower and middle classes. The senior 
class in the boy's’ school appeared to be the least 
satisfactory, and it -was explained that the class 
was rather a mixed one, the intelligence of these 
big boys being varied, and the difficulty of the 
class corre.spondingly' increa.sed. Throughout 
the .schools the writing in exercise books was 
most neatly done, and the language courses, 
allowing for the difference of idiom, seemed to be 
much on the usual lines. 

A broad-minded and tolerant disposition pre- 


The only popular independent weekly- 
newspaper for the deaf in the world. 


Subscription {per year) 


75 cents 


RUSSELL SMITH, Pub, 


We carry in stock at our 
New York Office, a complete 
line of Photographic Material. 


© ATTENTION FRATS ! 

We can print your name and address on 100 
card.s for 60 cents with the N. F. S. D. em- 
blem plain or in colors. Many have ordered 
them. Why not you? Manual alphabet cards 
also carried in stock. Send stamp for samples and 
prices of various styles of cards and charms. 

WE ARE AGENTS FOR EMBLEM CHARMS. 
F. P . GIBSON, 79 So. Clark St., Chicago. III. 


DEFENDER PHOTO SUPPLPY 
COMPANY. 


NEW YORK 


The Deaf - Mutes’ Register | 

ROME, NEW YORK. I 


A semi-monthly record and reg- 
ister of the news regarding the 
deaf from a wide extent of terri- 
tory. Its columns are open to any- 
one who has anything worth say'- 
ing, and to those who wish to dis- 
cuss in a friendly and generous 
spirit any question bearing upon 
the interests of the deaf or calcu- 
lated to benefit them in any' way. 

Subscription price only 50 cents a Year. 

Sample copies free. 


Go to Trenton’s Home 
of Vaudeville for a pleas- 
ant afternoon or night's 
entertainment 


New Bio£(raph 
Pictures 


The Deaf-Mutes’ Register 

ROME, NEW YORK. 


MERE TO STAY 


Always the best show 
in town 


Roller Skating under refined conditions at the 


METROPOLITAN RINK 


Prices : 

matinees > - - > lojs and 25 cents 
nights ' - - 15 , 25 , 35 and 50 cents 


Broadway', 52d and 53d Streets, N. Y. 
CLERMONT RINK, 

Clermont avenue, near Myrtle, Brooklyn. 
Afternoon and evening. 50 cents. Special morning ses- 
sions for children, 25 cents. 
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Che British Deaf times 

An illustrated monthly magfazine-newspaper for 
the Deaf. Edited by Joseph Hepworth. 

LEADING ORGAN OF THE DEAF OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM 

Edited and controlled by the Deaf 

Independent, Interesting, Outspoken, 
and Honestly Impartial 

Twenty-four pages monthly 

Annual subscription — single copies ( prepaid ) 
«0 cents. Those who prefer to send a dollar bill 
will be credited with twenty months’ subscription. 
Send a picture post-card for specimen copy. 

Che British Deaf times, 

25 WINDSO R PLACE> CARDIFF. 
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F. S. KATZENBACH 
& CO., 

35 East State Street, 
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY. 


Bardware 


Grates 

Beaters 


tile Beaters 

Ranges 


and 

mantels 


Tacings 




Plumbers 

Steam and Gas Fitters 
! Steam and Hot Water 
I Heating 
I Electrical Supplies 
I Bicycles 
Bicycle Supplies 


John E. Thropp 
& Sons Co., 


TRENTON, N. J. 


MARINE AND 
STATIONARY 

ENGINES 

AND 

BOILERS 


MACHINERY OF ALL DE- 
SCRIPTIONS. HEAVY 
CASTINGS 

REPAIRING OF ALL KINDS 
PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO 


r 


Tit a Burry 
to Paint 






Are all Oiose who appreciate the value of 
paint as a protectioD against and elements. 
The paints yon get from ns will be the gen- 
uine article, and the color of onr prices 
match onr paints. 

A fresh coat of paint put in the right place 
bids defiance to Time onr homes to deface. 
I sing thy praises, Paint, who savest from 
decay, and holds OW Time’s destroying 
hand, and sajest to him nay. For best 
Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Stc,, call on. 

e. T. Booper « €0., 

8 S. Warren St. 

Only exclusive Paint House in the city. 


your Spring Suit or Overcoat 

is rather an important subject just at 
present. In them you want all the 
Style-Service — Fit and economy. .'. 

We've ju.st the Suit or Overcoat vou 
are looking for. Moderatly Priced. 

Everything in Furnishings 
Hats and Shoes 


MEN’S 

YOUNG MEN’S 
BOYS 

OUTFITTER 


NEW 

ARRIVALS 
EVERY DAY 


Trade 

With 
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There’s 
a Reason 


117-119 East State Street 

TRENTON, N, J. 


^VWWVTHE NEW JERSEYMyvvyv> 

State 

Normal and Model 
School s 

The Normal School 


Is a professional School, devoted to 
the preparation of teachers for the 
Public Schools of New Jersej\ 

Its course involves a thorough know- 
ledge of subject matter, the faculties of 
mind and how so to present that matter 
as to conform to the law of mental de- 
velopment. 


The Model School 


It IS a thorough Academic Training 
School preparatorj' to college, business 
or drawing-room. 

The schools are well provided with 
apparatus for all kinds of work, labora- 
tories, manual training room, gym- 
nasium, etc. 

The cost per j-ear for boarders, includ- 
ing board, washing, tuition, books, etc., 
is from $154 to $160 for those intending 
to teach and $200 for others. 

The cost for daj^^ pupils is four dollars 
a year for cost of books for those in- 
tending to teach, and from $26 to $58 
per j’ear, according to grade, for those 
in the ilodel. 

The Boarding Halls are lighted by 
gas, heated bj- steam, well ventilated, 
provided with baths and the modem 
conveniences. The sleeping rooms 
niceh’ furnished and are veiy cosj'. 

For further particulars applj’ to the 
Principal. 

J. M. GREEN. 
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 


FIRST DISTRICT. 

Edward E. Grosscuf Gkorgk A. Frey 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

J. Bingham Wikiuward Silas K. Morse 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

W. Edwin Florance Edmund VViuson 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Percival Chrystie S. St. McCutchen 

FIFTH district. 

William H. Morrow Charles K. .Surdam 
SIXTH di.strict. 

Francis Scott SwEi-rriNo Miles 

sev'enth district. 

Edward G. Robehton Eisslie C. Love 

EIGHTH district. 

James L. Hays T. O’Conor Sloane 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

Ulamor Allen Wm. R. Barricklo 

TENTH DISTRICT. 

Edward Russ William D. Forbes 


Officers gf ‘Ihe Board. 

James L. Hays...i President 

Wm. R. Barricklo Vice-Pre.sident 

Charles J. Baxter Secretary 

J. Willard Morgan 

Treasurer School for the Deaf 

TERMS OF ADMISSION. 


T he new JERSEY school for the 

DEAF, established by act approved '' 

March 31st, 1882, offers its advantaife.s 
on the following conditions : 

The candidate must be a resident of the State, not less 
than six nor more than twenty-one years of age, deaf, 
and of suflBcient physical health and intellectual capacity 
to profit by the instruction afforded. The person making 
application for tlie admission of a child as a pupil is 
required to fill out ablank form, furnished for the purpose, 
giving necessary information in regard to the case. The 
application must be accompanied by a certificate from a 
county judge or county clerk of the county, or the chosen 
freeholder or township clerk of the township, or the mayor 
of the city, where the applicant resides, also a certificate 
from two freeholders of the county. These certificates are 
printed on the same sheet with the forms of application, 
and are accompanied by full directions for filling them 
out. Blank forms of applications and any desired in- 
formation in regard to the school may be obtained by 
writing to the following address ; 

John P. Walker, M.A., 

Trenton, N. J. Suptrintendent. 


OFFICERS AND TEACHERS 


JOHN P. WALKER, M. A 

THOMAS F. HEARNEN 

MRS. LAURENCIA F. MYERS. 

B. HOWARD SHARP 

MISS ANNA M. FITZPARTICK. 


Superintendent 

Steward 

Matron 

.Supervisor of Boys 
Assistant Supervisor 
..Supervisor of Girls 
Attending Physician 

Nurse 

Secretary 


Miss H. Maude Dellicker 


Miss Marie I„ Dillon 


Industrial Department, 

MRS. FRANCES H. PORTER 


I Kindergarten 
I and Drawing 

Printing 

, Wood- working 


ELMER BARWIS, M.D 
CLARA S. TINDALL. . . 
EDNA E. CRAFT 


GEORGE S. PORTER 

J. L. JOHNSON 

CHAS. THROCKMORTON 

MISS BERTHA BILBEE 

MISS KATHRYN WHELAN 

MISS MIRIAM M. STEVENSON 


Shoemaking 


Sewing, Assistant 
( Millinery and 
■■ ( Embroidery 


Ara<leiiiic Department. 


Rowland B. Lloyd, .A. B. 
Miss Mary D. Tilson 
Miss Helen C. Vail 


B. Howard Sharp 
Miss Mary R. Wood 
Miss Elizabeth Hali. 


Physical Director 


C. RIBSAM & SONS, 

Nurserymen, ^ ^ ^ 
Florists and Seedsmen 

Broad and Front Sts., 

i RENTON. N. J 


50 YEARS' 
EXPERIENCE 


NORFOLK N. A. D 


Only Photograph containing the whole 
convention. Made by .A. L. Pach, Julv 
4tli, 1908. 


Finest Finish 
Good Finish 
rnmouuled , 


Trade Marks 
Designs 
C opvRiaHTS Ac. 

Anyone tending a aketcb and detortptloo may 
qnlckly aaoertain our opinion free whether an 
{nrentton it probably patentable. Commnnlca* 
Uont strictly confidential. Handbook on PatenU 
sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. 

Patents taken through Uunn & Co. recelre 
speeiai notice, without charge. In the 


Ashmore and Blackwell, 

Dealer in 

Fish, Game and Oysters 

35 East Front St., Washington Market, 
TRENTON, N. J. 


A TRAIN LEAVES 
NEW YORK FOR 
PHILADELPHIA 
OVER THE 


ADDRESS 


ALEX. L. PACH 


Scientific Jiniericatt 


935 Broadway, New York. 

Send your order TO-D.\Y. Stamps accepted, 


A handsomely illusirnted weekly. Largest dr- 
culatiofi of any scientific Journal. Terms, $S a 
year: four months, IL Sold by all newsdealers. 

WUNNiCo. 38 ’ 8 '“''**>’ New York 

Branch Office, SU F St., Wasbrngton, D. C. 


NEW JERSEY 

CENTRAL 


STOLL’S 


SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 
va. SPORTING GOODS & GAMES 
OUTDOOR SPORTS 

^ AND amusements: 

30 East State St.. Trenton N. J. 


DO YOU KNOW 


WE ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR 


FROM LIBERTY STREET 
W. 23D STREET, 10 MIN- 
UTES BEFORE THE HOUR 


School Requisites 
anZ Office Appliances 


Sells the best Si 50 and $2.00 Derby in the 
cit5', also a full line of fine Hats, 
College Caps, &c. 

3.T KA.ST STA TK ST.. TKKNTON. N. .1. 


SAMUEL HEATH, 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN 

Lumber, Lime, Coal and Wood, 

334 PERRY ST., TRENTON, N. J 


The Best Ink Pencil, fi.ooand Si-So 
“Capital” Fountain Pen, Si.oo 
The Waterman Fountain Pen 
Conklin’s Stlf-filling Fountain Pen 
Typewriting Paper— Note Books, Etc 


A GOOD OIL HEATER 

THAT WORKS PERFECTLY 

Is the famous Miller heater. No smoke. 
No odors, and no danger in using. 

Prtc« S4.95 and Ss.oo 

Other good heaters at less prices, but we 
can’t say so many good things about them. 
Come and See them. 

KAUFMAN’S 

123 & 125 So. Broad St. 
35 Lafayette St. 


New Jersey History, 

and Genealogy 

TRAVEE’S BOOK STOEE. 
108 S. BROAD ST 


CONVERY^WALKER, 


The Capital Stationery 


a Specialty 


Stationers and Engravers 


X29 Piortti Broad 8t., 

and see the largest line of Furniture and 
Carpet in this city. 


15 N Warren St., Trenton, N. J 


